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PASSION SUNDAY 


SEEKING THE GLORY OF GOD 


BY THE REV. J. J. HURST 


“I seek not my own glory; there is one that seeketh and judgeth.”—St. 
John, viii, 50. 


SYNOPSIS.—1. Exaltation of God’s glory’ the primary purpose of Christ's 
mission to earth, 


2. This likewise is man’s essential duty. 
3. The claims God has to be glorified. 
4. Three classes and their attitude in respect to the glory of God. 


an The causes, proximate and remote, that militate against the glory of 
od. 


6. The more perfect the knowledge we have of God, the more highly 
we praise and magnify His name. 


The primary purpose for which the Second Divine Person 
assumed human nature and remained three and thirty years on 
earth was to exalt the glory of God. To this His every thought, 
word and action were devoted. All the admiration and praise 
His teaching evoked, all the reverence and awe His miracles 
inspired, were acceptable only as a tribute to the greater honor 
and glory of His heavenly Father. All the insults and con- | 
tumelies of His enemies, all the suffering and torments of His 
passion and death were borne meekly and patiently, that He 
might accomplish in its fulness the higher and holier object of 
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His mission to men. And because of his self-abnegation and 
self-abasement to exalt the glory of God, God has exalted Him 
and given Him a name which is above all names, that in the 
Name of Jesus every knee should bend, and every tongue con- 
fess that the Lord Jesus Christ is in the glory of the Father, 

“Let the mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus” 
(Philipp., ii, 5). As it was the absorbing principle of the life of 
our Divine Lord, so it is our essential duty to seek, without 
ceasing, the glory of God. For this life has been given us, and 
for that it is sustained. Nor can we for a moment voluntarily 
relinquish this duty without disregarding the primacy of the 
claims of God and ignoring the divinely inspired admonition 
of St. Paul: “Whether you eat or drink or whatsoever else you 
do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor., x, 31). In glorifying 
any creature to the exclusion of God, we should not only miss 
the supreme object of our existence, but ignominiously turn from 
Him to favor and exalt a rival. 

The claims God has to be glorified by his creatures are mani- 
fold. Let us consider a few which are so manifest and withal 
so relevant to man’s destiny that they should awake the most 
passive minds to a consciousness of their justness and sover- 
eignty. By His title of Creator, He has an inalienable and ab- 
solute right to us. We are His property in a stricter and truer 
sense than the statue carved from the shapeless mass is the 
property of the sculptor. We are the product of the seed He 
planted of His own volition and by His own hand in His own 
garden, so that all we possess interiorly and exteriorly, our facul- 
ties of soul and body, our time and talents, belong to Him; and 
there is no portion of our being we can claim for ourselves, or 
divert from His glory. To His sustaining hand we are like- 
wise indebted for our continuance in existence here on earth. 
Were He to withdraw it, no human skill or power could con- 
serve us, and we should immediately cease to be numbered among 
the tenants of time. a 
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Great as are the claims of God by His titles of Creator and 
Conservator, they are ineffably enhanced by His title of Re- 
deemer. Well might angels marvel and demons rage at the dig- 
nity conferred on human nature by the amazing act of condes- 
cension God manifested in the mystery of the Incarnation. But 
the Word was made Flesh to give further evidence of love and 
to confer priceless blessings on the nature it dignified. By that 
sin which first brought death into the world we not only for- 
feited a glorious inheritance, but incurred the direst penalties. 
Stripped of original innocence and of all the prerogatives of 
supernatural life, we were doomed to wrestle with the seductive 
pleasures and gross passions which fallen nature fostered and 
weakened wills were prone to indulge. Hope which the promise 
kept alive in the minds of the chosen people had been culpably 
obliterated from the minds of the Gentiles. Old and young had 
become the habitations of uncleanliness and the slaves of satan, 
and were rushed recklessly along the broad and easy road that 
leads to eternal perdition. But, behold, the Son of God out of pure 
love and compassion intercedes to redeem us. Great indeed was 
the price of our ransom, but He paid it to the last drop of His 
precious Blood. By His sufferings and death He rescued us 
from satan, sin and death, and purchased for us mercy, grace 
and salvation. By virtue of the Redemption our Lord Jesus 
Christ at once renders to His heavenly Father infinite glory and 
made us His spiritual bondmen. “You are not your own, for 
you are bought with a great price. Glorify and bless God in 
your body” (1 Cor., v, 20). 


To forego this sacred and priceless claim were to deprive God 
of His greatest glory, to trample under foot the Son of God, and 
to esteem the Blood of the Testament unclean by which we were 
sanctified. Although it is man’s essential duty to seek first the 
glory of God, we have but to look around us to be conscious of 
how lightly this duty is regarded by some, and how shamefully 
it is violated by others. How few there are among professed 
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Christians who in their daily lives carry out the injunction of St. 
Paul: “Whether you eat or drink, or whatever else you do, do 
all for the glory of God.” On the other hand, how many there 
are who, though not positively disposed to detract from God's 
glory by contrary acts, yet through negligence habitually fail to 
promote it. If indifferent acts were to hold a place in the wor- 
shipful service of the Almighty and His glory be augmented 
thereby, then indeed would there be a perpetual cloud of in- 
cense ascending to His throne from the characteristic acts of 
the majority of Christians. But in respect to God’s glory it is 
written that indifference is a quality that can never exalt it. 


There is another class among whom it were vain to look for 
any indication that zeal for the glory of God awaken in them 
the least concern. This class, sad to say, is in the ascendant, and 
in this country at least is growing apace. Glory indeed is the 
goddess at whose shrine they incessantly worship, but it is a 
species of glory that is false and fleeting—the glory that sym- 
bolizes the aspirations of the pagan world, and which the elo- 
quence of Cicero so intemperately vaunted when he pleaded 
that there is nothing in life greatly to be desired except praise 
and honor, and that while pursuing those, all tortures of body, 
all dangers of death and banishment are to be considered of 
little moment. Yet to acquire such glory millions are bending 
every energy, availing of every opportunity, and employing every 
possible means. They would not suffer a thought for God's 
glory to hamper their worldly designs or to disturb the current 
of their sensual lives. To them a fleeting pleasure is more at- 
tractive than the promise of a permanent reward; the pursuit of 
shadows more stimulating than the attainment of substantial 
gain; a disappointed hope more agitating than the threat of 
eternal punishment. These are they whom St. Paul reprobates 
as enemies of the Cross of Christ, who mind earthly things, 
whose end is destruction, and whose glory is their shame. 

The causes which have led up to this lamentable condition 
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have had their origin mainly in the man-made religion of the 
sixteenth century. The movement launched in that century 
under the guise of religious reform has gradually resulted in the 
religious indifference and infidelity so characteristic of this age. 
In this country, of which it is asserted that two-thirds of its in- 
habitants are non-churchgoers, the calamity is accentuated by the 
well-meant but fatal remedy of excluding religion from the 
public schools. For the failure to provide a religious training 
in the school not only robs the child of the most valuable asset 
and the most potent factor for good, but predisposes him to 
regard religion as having no appreciable bearing of the prob- 
lems of human life, and warps his mind with prejudice against 
the acceptance ever afterwards of any religious truths. Until 
religion finds a place in the sectarian schools, not merely as an 
accessory to the curriculum, but as the coordinating principle of 
all the other studies, the youth entitled to them for an educa- 
tion must suffer the penalty of a crying omission, being deprived 
of the blessed light that could guide them through dark and tor- 
turous ways and lead them heavenward and to God. 


“Let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth 
me, saith the Lord” (Ierm 1z, 24). The more perfect the knowl- 
edge we have of God and the things of God, the better disposed 
we are to praise and magnify His Holy Name. The mere ab- 
stract knowledge one has of God as the Supreme Being is not 
of itself sufficient to elicit due application for His glory. To 
attain appreciable knowledge of God we must at all times raise 
our hearts and direct our thoughts to Him. It is because of 
their intimate knowledge of God, whom they see face to face, 
that the angels never cease to fill the courts of Heaven with their 
hosannas: “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth. Heaven 
and earth are full of thy glory; Glory to God in the highest.” 
By pondering on the grandeur and perfection of God’s attributes 
we establish a relation that affords a study of inexhaustible 
beauty, and day by day increases our admiration for the won- 














464 





THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


drous manifestations of His infinite wisdom, power and good- 
ness; and we shall never cease to say with the Psalmist in the 
fullness of our hearts: “I will bless the Lord at all times, his 
praise shall always be in my mouth” (xxxiii, 1). 





PALM SUNDAY 


COMPANIONS OF THE CROSS 


BY THE REV. S. A. PARKER, 0.S.B., M.A. 


“And He said to all: If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.”—Luke, ix, 23. 


SYNOPSIS.—1. (a) In Lent the Church summons us to compunction; our 
response. (b) What Passiontide does in directing our thoughts to the 
Person of Our Redeemer. 


_ 2. Picture Our Lord, the Cross-Bearer, recewing what is at once the 
ignominious tree of condemnation and the instrument of our salvation. 


3. The counter-part—Simon of Cyrene; a compulsory task becomes an 


invitation from Our Lord, “Come, follow Me”: he, too, a cross-bearer. 
See in Simon a type, a tangible illustration of His motto, “If any man,” etc. 


4. All must bear the cross. Its virtue consists in acceptance. Various 
classes of cross-bearers. We must look beyond secondary agents to 
His invitation and design. Thoughts of Passiontide show that He and I 
are companions of the Cross. 


1. Now for some weeks Holy Church has been summoning 
us to true compunction of heart. She has been urging us to 
‘meditate on the severer truths, to review ourselves and our daily 
life in the light of the awe-inspiring realities of religion. And 
we, in accord with her spirit, have been examining both our 
religious duties and those daily responsibilities of our station 
of life which make up our service of God. We have put aside 
frivolities, we have for a season even curtailed our lawful rec- 
reations that we may in silence of heart find more leisure for 
thought and prayer. And by our fidelity to little practices of 
external mortification we have shown to God tangible indications 
of our earnest good-will and reminded ourselves of a daily neces- 
sity of greater importance: to gain a custody of the senses, a 
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control of the will, a concentration of our interests; to keep 
“ynspotted from the world.” Our one endeavor has been to do 
our Saviour’s bidding, to deny ourselves and carry the Cross. 
This would be impossible had we not a high purpose. Diffi- 
cult to human nature, it is more difficult to maintain; yet the 
reward is for him who perseveres. As Lent draws near its close 
we must rather redouble our efforts. The joys of Paschaltide 
are for those who have entered into the sorrows of Passiontide. 
“If we suffer with Him,” says St. Paul, “then shall we be glori- 
fied with Him.” Happily Passiontide comes just now, for the 
deep truths of Lent are best understood when we gaze upon the 
Person of our Redeemer and seek to grasp the meaning of His 
Passion. His sufferings, as nothing else, throw on all a new 
light, a bright and encouraging light. Gaze upon Him and His 
earnestness and new heights and depths are discovered in a 
world of mysteries, new motives are found to support the will. 
Look again at the heinousness of sin as that which caused His 
sorrows; at the Divine Justice, answered by so great a work of 
mercy; at the preciousness of our souls, “bought at a great 
price” ; at the loving-kindness of Jesus Christ, as our Redeemer, 
as our Model in suffering: and learn, in Passiontide, the true 
value, the real meaning, of suffering in His life and in our own. 
2. For us to stand and look upon Him in His Passion God 
did not wish. But we know all the details as matters of histo- 
tical fact: they once really took place; the tree from which the 
Cross was fashioned undoubtedly grew as other trees. And by 
the light of faith a grasp upon great truths is given to us greater 
than the gift of sight of those who actually looked on, for we 
understand the purpose and design—both His part and our part. 
Imagination will help us to form a detailed picture. Let us, then, 
you and I, see ourselves as spectators at Jerusalem as Jesus is 
presented with His Cross. The words of the prophet ring in 
our ears: “Is it nothing to you, O ye who pass by the way!’ Be- 
hold the Figure before us. What has He not already suffered 
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in physical pain, in insults against His Divine Royalty, in anguish 
of mind and soul! See the marks on his Sacred Person, and 
enter into His internal suffering. Our Lord was true man, with 
a most sensitive body, a most sensitive mind. His human na- 
ture shrank from receiving the Cross. Long before He had 
imparted a secret to His chosen ones, “I have a baptism where- 
with I must be baptized, and how am I straightened until it be 
accomplished.” We know, too, of His intense anguish in the 
Garden: “Father, if it be possible, if it be possible, let this chalice 
pass from Me.” What is any cross we have experienced in 
comparison with His; for “The Lord hath laid upon Him the 
iniquity of us all” (Is., liii, 6). Yet Jesus had other emotions 
besides the natural repugnance arising from the difficulty of His 
self-appointed task. Exhausted as was His Body, with ardent 
will He accepted it, with reverence, for it was the will of His 
Father; this was the work He Himself came to do. With joy 
because it was the instrument of salvation for mankind. With 
love unbounded, with desire prompted by love. The acceptance 
of the Cross was both the expression of His love and the means 
by which He would most powerfully win our love: “If I be 
lifted up I will draw all things to Myself.” He foresaw what 
the Cross would be throughout the ages of Christianity—an 
eloquent appeal, the badge of His followers worn in private and 
exposed to public veneration, the symbol of what He did for us 
and what we can do for One who first loved us so much. It has 
always been His sceptre of power and love. 


3. With this scene we must picture another, its counterpart. 
The earnestness of our Redeemer was infinite; the fruit of His 
Passion infinite. Yet man has free-will—this is the mystery 
running through all God’s dealings with us; man must do His 
part, he must cooperate with our Lord’s redemption. Picture 
Jesus proceeding on His way to Calvary, at once the Hill of 
Reproach and the Mountain and Altar of His great redeeming 
sacrifice. Tradition says He fell exhausted and more than once. 
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He would never reach the end. His enemies who had overcome 
the reluctant Pilate were even now likely to be thwarted in their 
most wicked purposes. Therefore as St. Matthew tells: “And 
going out, they found a man of Cyrene, named Simon; him 
they forced to take up His cross” (xxvii, 32). Let us examine 
this simple countryman. At first he is filled with loathing. A 
free-man he was being seized and compelled. And what an in- 
dignity to his person to be associated with a condemned male- 
factor, to help in carrying his instrument of death! At first he 
sees naught but these men and their insult; they imposed the 
Cross. Next, he finds resistence fruitless; he must perforce 
“make a virtue of necessity.” But next, we may imagine, his 
honest heart feels the first stirrings of compassion, a natural 
charity. He is strong, he can help a fellow-being weak and suf- 
fering. As his heart softens, the dews of heavenly grace pour 
in and bear supernatural fruit. We can picture him standing 
there confronting the person of our Lord as his heart is surg- 
ing with varied emotions in the moment of decision. And then 
for the first time their eyes meet. His attention, turned from 
men, is fixed upon Another. His human eyes looked upon, 
looked into, the eyes of the Infinite God, made man. Those 
eyes, that look, gave him an invitation. It was, after all, not 
the compulsion of men, but the invitation of God. Now he had 
an incentive powerful to overcome all temptation, every natural 
repugnance. Henceforth this burden was not a compulsory task 
but a privilege and a joy. For Jesus, he understood, was invit- 
ing him, pleading with him, to follow in the footsteps, to carry 
the Cross after Him. 


Dwell long, my brethren, upon this scene. Draw out all its 
significance in Christian history, in the spiritual wayfaring of 
each follower of Jesus. We may the more understand the 
meaning of our Lord if we observe a striking fact. In all His 
many and varied sufferings—sufferings devised by the hatred 
of resourceful enemies, sufferings foreseen from all eternity and 
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so pre-arranged by God’s love and wisdom that nothing we may 
guess at was omitted in their variety and intensity—throughout 
all our Lord allowed Himself no assistance, no alleviation, save 
this one only, that He allowed Simon to share His burden in 
carrying the Cross. Surely we should not be wrong in attaching 
to this fact a special significance, as if He would put Simon 
before us as the type of every Christian, of each and all of His 
followers; as if He would give us in a very tangible form the 
meaning of His command and invitation: “If any man will 
come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily, 
and follow Me.” 


4. Truth to tell, all of us must meet with the Cross in one 
form or in another constantly throughout life’s journey. The 
sinner must sooner or later bear his cross, the burden of sinful 
habits and the consequences of his sins—the instrument of his 
eternal death, as once the unrepentent thief bore a cross along- 
side Jesus on the way to Calvary, a cross that had no saving. 
power. All Christians must bear the cross, not of choice but of 
necessity. “Whosoever doth not carry his cross and come after 
Me,” says our Lord, “cannot be My disciple” (Luke, xiv, 27). 
Yet the burden of the Cross has no virtue in itself. The Cross 
either makes or mars. The sinner rebels and repines; his re- 
sistance may destroy his character; it will certainly increase his 
burden, as the thorn in the side tears the flesh of him who twists 
and turns. The ordinary soul receives the Cross with misgiv- 
ing, with some impatience, with but a passive endurance, with 
a desire for relief. The fruit he gains is little. The holy soul 
welcomes it; the saint yearns for it. Before him he sees the 
bowed figure of Jesus and the ardent love with which He shoul- 
dered the Cross. And he too seeks to express his love in sac- 
rifice. He enters into our Lord’s designs. He sees in the Cross 
the chosen means for his own sanctification and union with our 
Lord. It is necessary for the development of our souls. Ad- 
versity must try us as well as prosperity, as the March wind 
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must come to deepen the tree’s roots and tear off the withering 
branches. Our Master who knows its necessity is ever educating 
each one with infinite wisdom and love by means of the Cross. 
Would that we could but see His designs! Without self-denial, 
without a ready acceptance of the Cross, we should desire in vain 
to live according to reason, to save our souls, to belong to Christ, 
to attain to perfection, to gain Heaven. 

During these few sacred days we can at least ponder the 
scenes brought before us. We can at least mourn in sympathy 
with our Saviour. We can strive to understand the meaning 
and value of suffering. If we cannot enter fully into His de- 
signs, we can at least trust Him. We can resolve to try to ac- 
cept each cross, physical or mental, great or small. We can, in 
spite of our pride and self-love and the darkness of our human 
views, make a practice, and perhaps soon form a habit, of look- 
ing beyond the earthly circumstances that bring us pain beyond 
the persons who insult us or cause us grief, to the Hand that in 
reality gives the Cross. Grace can give us, if we but ask for it, 
a supernatural view. Then we shall see the invitation of our 
Lord, “Come, follow Me.” Passiontide will then indeed be a 
season of great emotion, for it will bring a multitude of holy 
thoughts. Such thoughts will not be transient, but will become 
permanent possessions. Thus the battle of life will be no longer 
stern and lonely; for the truth is grasped—He and I are com- 
panions of the Cross. 
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EASTER SUNDAY 


THE LESSON OF DEATH 


BY THE REV. C. C. MARTINDALE, S.J. 


“Death and life fought together in an amazing duel: 
Life’s Captain died, but is alive, and King.” 
—(Sequence for Easter Day.) 
SYNOPSIS.—I. The Lesson of Death: 
1. Death and pain are real and horrible facts. 


2. The fact of Christ’s death proves that all this may be used—for 
increase of life. 


3. The stimulus to SERVICE is easily perceived. Futile half-lives have 
been filled and made reasonable. 


IT. Supernatural Service: 


1. But even service is crippled of its soul if we do not serve Christ in 
these sufferers. 


2. How prayer and counsel can reach and liberate Him in souls. 
III, Death transmuted into Life: 
1. All higher forms of life exact some sacrifice of the lower. 


2. Yet there is not only a SACRIFICE of the lower. The sturF of lower 
life serves for higher life, if but the vital principle be applied to it. 


3. Catholics have that principle; all round them is better stuff than usual 
for its application. A vast Resurrection is imminent, tf we but do our 
part. 


I. THe Lesson or DEATH 

1. From time to time, my brethren, we need a huge lesson about 
Death. For the last four years we have been learning it. Learn- 
ing it, despite our eternal tendency to hide death’s reality from 
ourselves. Wounded men patrol our streets, groomed and 
brushed, picturesque in blue. The painting, “Greater Love,” 
shows us the dead soldier gracefully disposed and clean at the 
Cross’s foot. Not such is the getting of the wound; the actual 
dying. Not such, the biting and the screaming, the writhing in 
the wire; the choking and the kick. Not even such, the sights 
screened off in hospitals; nor yet that mental death, long-drawn 
and invisible, which comes to a young life feeling itself ruined 
for all the future. Worse to me than wounds was the knowl- 
edge of a big Australian boy, here in hospital, with both legs 
gone, crying the long night through. Think of that, dear Breth- 
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ren; we in our safe beds, tired perhaps, but on the whole un- 
anxious; and the lonely boy, sobbing his heart out, in the lonely 
a. 

2. Well, is there anything to be done with all this Death? At 
the centre of our religion is a Dying Man, a Dead Man: Jesus 
dead upon His Cross. And of the meaning of Death He knew 
something which enabled Him to go splendidly to seek it; which 
made Him “‘straitened,” restless, till He had drunk His chal- 
ice and been baptized with His red baptism. Simply that His 
Death turned to the world’s life, and that thereafter there should 
be no death but held its life-germ. 

3. The more obvious methods of slaying Death by its own 
weapons have been often enough made clear. If there has rarely 
been so much pain in the world, there has rarely been so much 
service. Thousands upon thousands of idle, reckless lads have 
been made men of, even in the natural order, by the pain of 
military service, which has come into their lives. Thousands 
upon thousands of girls have been lifted from the futile life of 
fashion, the misery of killing time, the ridiculous round of so- 
ciety, by the challenge offered by suffering to their service. Mid- 
dle-aged men, bored with life now that they find themselves 
“past work,” or think they do, have recovered zest, and know 
that life need never be insipid. They are back in jobs, not sel- 
fish, this time, but done for their fellowmen. Whole families 
have been. rescued at one blow from domestic bickerings and 
pleasurings, from the sterility of amusement and the blight of 
jealousies, into honest work for others. People have grown 
ashamed of comfort; ashamed of idleness. It hurts not to be 
hurt. It chafes to be at ease. 


II. SuPERNATURAL SERVICE 


1. Yet even so, unless we supernaturalize our work, the whole 


is—not absolutely wasted, but left, impoverished, on a meaner 
plane, 
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Part of the glory of our faith is that we can alchemize all that 
we touch. We can take this suffering and this service and raise 
the whole of it to heaven’s value. In a Christian should be 
grace; and where grace is, Christ is; and even the fringe of His 
sweeping robe can heal. Virtue goes out of Him, and, He be- 
ing in us, goes out of us. And in our prayer and choice we can 
reach the souls not alone of those with whom we come in imme- 
date contact, but of all those sufferers of battlefield and hos- 
pital whom we shall never see. They too have Christ within 
them, a prisoner-Christ maybe; Christ chained and gagged; 
Christ sepulchred. Liberate Him by prayer. Call out to Him 
that He rise within those souls. What miracles may you not 
work, yonder, by one prayer here! Into what Masses may you 
not transmute that welter of suffering! Into what Chalice may 
you not pour that blood, what transubstantiation not effect of 
those poor broken bodies! 

We kissed, perhaps last Friday, some relic of Christ’s Cross. 
Well, take those splinters of dead wood which have been driven 
into your lives; take those cruel crosses to which the dying and 
the sufferers are nailed; kiss them by working with them, by 
praying through them; turn them into the True Cross from 
which Christ shines as King, and all over the world you will be 
waking life and turning the immeasurable death into eternal 
Faster. 

2. Prayer can do this and also direct counsel. Again and 
again I have known soldiers lying in such torment of body and 
mind that almost they dispair, recapture happiness and even find 
their body’s pain itself grow less by being shown that all this 
can be used. Tell such a man that there is this or that intention 
which needs prayer; that some particular soul is resisting grace, 
and needs conversion and must be helped; and that Grace can 
be won and help given if but they turn themselves in will into 
that Christ whose pains they so well imitate; if they super- 
naturalize their sufferings and make them redemptive and op- 
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erative through God’s Church. You will see the miracles hap- 
pen; the joy lit new in the sufferer’s eyes, and the grace new- 
given to the sinner. Even you may witness a double resurrec- 
tion; you may know a soul which cannot resist temptation for 
its own sake; for which sin is too strong to be conquered simply 
from self-regarding motives. Tell such a one that there is some 
other sinning soul, a hardened heart, a rebel, who may be won 
back to life if only they will sacrifice to God their lust, or hate, 
or indolence; and, for the sake of that other unknown sinner, 
often they will themselves renounce their sin. Yes, standing 
with Mary by these Crosses you will find that the one cry which 
a Death so taken brings upon your lips is always this,—I believe 
in the Resurrection. 


III. DeAtH TRANSMUTED INTO LIFE 


1. In this sermon for Easter Sunday I have said much about 
death, and of that door to death which pain is. That is perhaps 
for two reasons. First, that there is no such thing for us yet 
as undiluted life. Pagan poets, and those modern pessimists 
who are their heirs, perceive the world as an oscillation, simply 
between the poles of being and non-being; of life and equiva- 
lent death. Nothing springs into existence save in so far as a 
like amount of decay has helped it thereunto. In the world of 
mechanics that is perhaps true. But in the spiritual world it is 
but half-true, and decreasingly true. Yet true enough it is that 
in this life we must be always sacrificing this for that, and the 
question is, which is the better of two alternatives. The man- 
of-the-world, who “enjoys” life, ridicules the man who abstains 
from what he knows as “sin” on the grounds that he has no 
experience. That is untrue. He has a different experience. He 
replaced the experience of the brief, fleeting, nervous pang of 
pleasure with the permanent, profound satisfaction of happiness, 
that happiness which comes only from an alert and yet good 
conscience. The bitter-sweet of yielding and of remorse by the 
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grateful consciousness of triumphant, yet humble, self-control, 
The sacrifice is worth it; yet it is sacrifice. 

2. But not only does this sacrifice of what holds germs of 
death allow true life to energize; more, it is precisely the stuff of 
which that life is made—at least in so far as its human co-effi- 
cient, our contribution, is concerned. The rest is, of course, 
God’s work. Well, at the risk of repeating myself, I say that 
if the frightful experience through which the world is passing, 
or has passed, is rightly used, it genuinely does contain the germ 
of, and is material for, a new and better future. To Catholics 
its right use is entrusted. To those who see the surface many 
a tract of country, many a town, seems indescribably worse for 
war conditions than it used to be. But examine that. England, 
centuries ago, broke off from Catholic creed and code. At that 
moment the root-principles of thought and behavior were, if 
men had known it, cast aside. An acquired momentum per- 
sisted, and without knowing it men went on living largely on 
their Catholic past. Then the momentum flagged, but conven- 
tion still preserved a lack of opportunity for wrong-doing, which 
created an appearance of moral stability. Convention now has 
gone to the winds: opportunities are ready to everyone’s hand. 
The lack of moral principle stands revealed; everybody has the 
chance of doing everything, and very many profit hideously by 
it. And I will parenthetically say, without developing this 
theme, that it is in women and girls that this revelation has been 
most appalling. Half the time that is where the temptation comes 
from; thousands of lads, who give the army a “bad name,” 
would have by no means fallen had not they been pushed, cozened 
and startled into fall. Not sinless are they; yet not wholly, or 
predominantly, on their side is the sin. 

3. Now we have said enough to make clear our belief that in 
workers and servers at any rate their work and service has cre- 
ated better stuff than was there before for Catholic grace to 
work on. We are tired of “heroics”; but we will not disguise 
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from ourselves that a greater proportion of heroism has been 
revealed and created than was to be expected from average 
human nature. That is the stuff for Catholic life to seize on 
and transmute. And you can widen this belief until it covers 
nations. For the first time for centuries, perhaps, nations really 
think. General ideas, ideals, standards have been forced into 
their eye. Liberty, Honor, Brotherhood. America introduced 
idealism into the war when all nobler principles and intentions 
were being irrevocably, it seemed, compromised if not jettisoned. 
That is her noblest contribution; nobler, more enduring, even 
than her gift of arms, of money, and of men. Here again is 
grand natural stuff, mental stuff this time, which only needs 
God’s breath to animate it. Does God’s name enter much into 
the national or official utterances of America? I cannot remem- 
ber. Enter it need not, perhaps, as superimposed, inserted by 
order. It must gush upward from within, as it no doubt shall, 
if every believer in God indeed puts God in the purport of his 
own life, and thoughts, and choices. The right material is there, 
and God doesn’t even exact a fully right material. This is the 
hour at which self-squandering Magdalen, a doubting Thomas, 
a quicksand of a Peter, are made into the Saint, the Martyr and 
the Rock. This is the hour at which we may look to see the 
triumphant force of Easter in the most lifeless hearts; when 
sight, not alone blind faith, shall bring us the strong necessity 
of exclaiming when we look out upon the world: J believe in the 
Resurrection and in the Eternal Life. 
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LOW SUNDAY 


FAITH AND ITS OBSTACLES 


BY THE REV. R. J. MEANEY, 0O.P. 


“Faith is the evidence of things that appear not.’—Heb., xi, 1. 


SYNOPSIS.—1. The difference between natural and supernatural truth, and 
the manner of accepting them. Faith not a mere acceptance of truth, but 
an act of worship, essential to salvation. 


2. The obstacles to the spread of faith: in the subject, (a) sin; in the 
environment, (b) prejudice, (c) the effects of false teaching. 


3. The Catholic’s apostolate. 

If I were to tell you, dear Brethren, of some experience I had 
in the past, of places I had seen or persons I had met, you would 
accept my testimony as of one who had seen and heard, and 
understood, the things he spoke of. What I related would be 
of much or little importance to you according to its bearing on 
your own knowledge or experience; but you would accept it as 
the truth, because we are wont to receive the testimony of men 
when we feel that they have no desire to betray us or motive in 
deceiving us. 


Most of our knowledge is acquired in this way. All that we 
know of the past, in History and Biography, in the vast field of 
natural science, in the creations of the human mind in Poetry 
and Art, what is it all but so much testimony received by each 
succeeding age from the past and handed down to future gen- 
erations. 

Yet, with all the knowledge we thus receive, with every tes- 
timony we gather from human sources, we reserve to ourselves 
the right to examine, to distinguish, to judge, to accept or re- 
ject it, accordingly as the subject matter appeals to our sense of 
the knowable or evades our mental grasp. We believe what we 
see, here and now, and accept what is told us of the past, but 
not until the truth laid down is examined in all its bearings; not 










































SERMONS FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL 477 ‘ 


until we analyze and reconstruct it for ourselves doth the mind 
rest secure in its possession and compel us to say “I believe.” 

Our acceptance of the truths of faith is something totally 
different, a faculty entirely above and beyond the operations 
of the mind through which we acquire certainty in truths of the 
natural order. When I speak to you of God’s Revelation, I tell 
you of things I have not seen and do not understand. I deliver 
unto you truths, to be believed and held sacred by you, which 
} I know beforehand are above and beyond the grasp of the most 
perfect created intellect. I relate to you, one by one, the ar- 
ticles of the Creed; I speak of eternity, of God’s justice and 
mercy, of the Incarnation and Redemption, of the Church’s au- 
thority, of the real Presence and the Power of the Keys; and 
all I can say concerning these truths, as to why they are true 
and why you must hold them sacred, is that they are God’s 
revelation, delivered to us all to be our secure hope here and our 
resurrection to life eternal in the world to come. 





P “Faith is the evidence of things that appear not.”’ The sub- ; 
; ject matter of faith, the things we believe, we can never under- 4 
, stand in our present state. They are above and beyond reason, } 

or, as we say, supernatural. When the Apostle says that faith i 
) is the “evidence,” he does not say there comes, with the presen- : 
3 | 


tation of the truth of faith to our minds, a proof or demonstra- 
y tion that forces the mind to accept them. No, he says these 


h truths are a testimony given to us for our acceptance, an affir- ! 
. mation to which we must give the complete assent of our minds, 1 

not because the things involved are clear and understandable, i 
S- but because of the source whence they come to us. They are H 
eS God’s message to us and we must accept them in their entirety, i 
e- without reservation. We must accept them on God’s authority, i 
if as He is Truth itself. i 
ve i 


You can see from this, the comparison of natural with super- 
ut natural truth, what faith is. Natural truth is ever in a state of 
fluctuation ; what we believe to-day, we may discard to-morrow; 
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the sage of yesterday is forgotten. Last year’s definitions in 
science are obsolete. But the truths of faith are from God. 
They are like Him eternal and incapable of change. The com- 
plete acceptance of these truths, therefore, is what we mean 
by faith. It is the obedience, or submission of the mind to the 
supreme authority. And no matter what the medium through 
which the truth is received; whether from the pages of Holy 
Writ, or the living voice of the Church, or the word of the duly 
appointed pastor of souls, it comes to you with the same chal- 
lenge. It is the touchstone of your loyalty, the test of your 
submission as a creature to the Creator. How can you serve 
God unto salvation? ‘You must believe in Him, hope in Him 
and love Him. You must believe first, for this is the tribute 
exacted. You must take that intellect of yours, that noblest 
part of you, and by a deliberate act of the will subject it to God. 
You must cast yourself, with all the noble faculties of your 
mind, into the very dust in presence of your Creator. This is 
the one act you are capable of that is worthy of Him; and un- 
less you pay to Him this first tribute you cannot attain to the 
mental and spiritual perfection of which you are capable even 
in this life, nor reach the destiny for which God has created 
you. 


But, is not faith itself a free gift of God? Itis. It is a super- 
natural gift, freely bestowed of God, of which man, in his nat- 
ural state is incapable. That is, man, in submitting his mind to, 
the truths of faith, is moved thereto by the grace of God, and 
without this help he cannot believe. What then? Does this 
account for the lack of faith in so many? How many non- 
Catholics do you know of whom you have thought at times, 
“what a good man he is, honest and sincere; he admires the 
priesthood, and thinks the teaching of the Church sublime; 
strange, he is not a Catholic!” We cannot judge our brother; 
but unless this good man accepts as a little child the truths 
taught by the Church, he is not worshipping his God unto salva- 
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tion. He is withholding that first tribute he owes to his Cre- 
ator, the submission of his judgment to the eternal Judge, the 
turning of that tiny spark of an intellect of which he is pos- 
sessed to its source, the infinite Wisdom. But, while we may 
not judge, we may rest assured that, as Christ died for all, the 
grace of faith will come to every man who receives it or puts 
no obstacle in the way. 


Obstacles! I may mention here three things that prove an 
obstacle to faith for the men we meet every day. The first is 
sin. A man may be conversant with the teaching of the Church 
and be filled with admiration for it. Quite likely he will envy 
Catholics the certainty, the security and peace of mind they en- 
joy with regard to the great fundamental truths of man’s exis- 
tence here and hereafter. He will tell you, perhaps with deep 
emotion, that he would give everything he has to be able to be- 
lieve as a Catholic does, with the same serene confidence in God 
the Father. But there is the stain of sin on his soul. A cloud 
that shuts out the light that otherwise needs must shine for him. 
Sins of pride that prevent him from apprehending the true rela- 
tionship between man, the creature, and God, his Creator. Sins 
of the flesh that blind him to things spiritual; that bind him. with 
the chains of concupiscence to the things of earth; that render 
him blind to his own miserable state and deaf to the voice of 
the Holy Spirit. There is but one thing for him to do. Tell 
him so, for he must know the truth. He must realize his state, 
even as the blind men of Jericho felt theirs, and make the same 
appeal: “O Lord, thou son of David, have mercy on us... 
And Jesus, having compassion on them, touched their eyes. 
And immediately they saw, and followed Him” (Matt., xx, 
31-4). 

Another obstacle to faith is prejudice. In most cases it has 
its beginning with innocent childhood. So many, from their 
infancy, have been taught by those who love them best to look 


.upon the Church, the one exponent of faith on earth, with sus- 
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picion. Historical lies, it matters not that they have been refuted 
again and again, are repeated by parents and teachers to chil- 
dren. Stories of the Inquisition, of the personal character of 
Popes, of the Church’s antagonism to progress, science, educa- 
tion, always something that happened a long way off, or a long 
time ago. Is it strange that men brought up under such influ- 
ences find it difficult to meet the Church’s teaching with anything 
like a fair and open mind? Even when they become dissatisfied 
with, and abandon the particular sect in which they grew up, 
they spend their days groping about among the numerous off- 
spring of heresy and would be shocked were you to ask them 
why they do not seek the truth from the one Church that has 
existed from the beginning. Every priest has met men who in 
their youth have developed this mental attitude toward the 
Church. Men advanced in years meet a priest for the first 
time, and on a more intimate acquaintance are astonished to 
find that at least some priests are not vile hypocrites! That 
they may be even good citizens and honest men! Many a 
highly educated man and woman will tell you to-day that they 
would be ashamed to repeat what they once believed of the 
Church and her ministers. 


But the most persistent of the obstacles to faith is the effect 
or result of false teaching. God spoke of old through the 
Prophets and, in the fullness of time, through His only Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ. When the Son came, He gave proof of 
His Divine nature, both in the nature of His teaching and the 
miracles that He wrought. The Apostles, whom He sent to 
carry out His mission, worked miracles in His Name. Their 
preaching of the Gospel was accompanied by signs and wonders. 
But, the Church established, there was no longer need of mir- 
acles to convince man of the truths of Christianity. The Church 
was there, teaching with the authority of its Founder. The 
Church was built on a mountain and the light of the Gospel 
shone so that all men might see. Heresy appeared in every 
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age but was always known as such. Not until the revolt of 
the sixteenth century did man assume to himself the right to 
judge for himself concerning the truths of faith. The reform- 
ers set up for themselves the right of private judgment and 
called it faith, and carried out the sad error to its logical con- 
clusion in a multitude of sects. They may still profess belief 
in Christ and in the inspired Word of God; but what they call 
faith is at best a wavering between doubt and opinion. Think 
of the millions of souls that have been led out into this desert 
of religion! Far from the fountain whence gush forth abun- 
dantly the living waters; nothing in sight but the shifting sands 
of opinion. Were it not for the presence of the Church among 
them, the steadying influence of Catholic belief, the light and 
warmth of Catholic charity, their condition would be worse than 
that of the Pagan. For the Pagan, though he recognized only 
the natural virtues, did not deceive himself into thinking they 
were anything more. 

For you, dear Brethren, who have received the faith as a 
heritage, there is this responsibility. You must be a light for 
those who sit in darkness and a guide to those who have been 
led astray. The Apostles received wonderful spiritual gifts, 
the first of which was a steadfast faith in the person and teach- 
ing of the Saviour. These gifts were bestowed, not because of 
any personal merit, nor for their individual benefit, but to enable 
them to lead man to the knowledge and love of God. So you 
are apostles in the same sense. It is a truth you should call to 
mind every day, since it will be a means of personal sanctifica- 
tion. The gift you have received you should seek to intensify 
by prayer, a deeper knowledge of the things of faith and a de- 
votion to the duties that make up your daily life. Thus the 
truths of faith will shine out in your daily life so that all men 
may see. Thus you will lead them to God. Thus the world is 
to be saved, 
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SHORT SERMONS FOR THE SUNDAYS OF THE 
YEAR 


BY THE REV. THOMAS P. PHELAN 
PASSION SUNDAY 


THE SACRIFICE OF CHRIST 


“Neither by the blood of goats or of calves, but by his own blood, entered 
once into the sanctuary having obtained eternal redemption.”—Heb., ix, 12. 


The death of Christ marks the most momentous epoch in the 
history of mankind. The creation, the fall of our first parents, 

the call of Abraham, the revelation of the Ten Commandments 
- were important events. The birth of the Messiah at Bethlehem 
was the beginning of a new era. Yet the consummation of all 
these was attained only when the Son of God offered Himself 
on the fatal tree as a propitiation for the sins of a fallen race. 
The sacrifices of Abel and Seth were pleasing to the Lord. The 
offering of the bread and wine by Melchisedech foreshadowed 
the sacrifice of Christ in the New Dispensation. The bloody 
oblations of the Jewish rites were types of the greater and 
more perfect sacrifice of the Cross. Yet the death of Jesus 
overshadowed all these. “Purge out the old leaven that you 
may be a new paste as you are unleavened. For Christ our 
pasch is sacrificed. Therefore let us feast not with the old 
leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with 
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth” (1 Cor., v, 7, 8). 

The perfection of a sacrifice depends on the dignity of the 
victim offered. Christ, the Son of God, the Second Person of 
the Blessed Trinity, True God and True Man, was the august 
victim immolated on Calvary’s heights. He died alone and 
derided. The throngs who had listened to His heavenly doc- 
trines, who had beheld His wondrous miracles, who had shared 
in His bounty, had basely deserted Him. His Apostles, destined 
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to be His messengers to the nations of the earth, to whom He 
had promised all power in Heaven and on earth, denied him 
and fled away. One betrayed Him and sold Him for a paltry 
bribe. Only His mother, the beloved disciple and the faithful 
women clung to Him in His agony. Despised and insulted by 
His own people, apparently deserted by His Heavenly Father, 
He cried out in His sufferings: “My God, My God, why hast 
thou forsaken me” (Matt., xxvi, 45). The sacrifice was per- 
fect. He had given up all things, even life itself for His 
children. It was complete. For God Himself had been immo- 
lated for the sins of mankind. ‘He humbled Himself becoming 
obedient, even to the death on the Cross” (Philipp., ii, 8). 

The sacrifice of Christ was entirely in accord with the desire 
and intention of His Heavenly Father. He came into the world, 
not to revive the ancient glories of Israel, but to establish a 
spiritual kingdom, and to lead all men to Heaven. To free 
His brethren from the blight of sin, to strengthen them against 
the wiles of the tempter, to warn them against human vices 
and weaknesses was His mission. He was stripped of His 
humble garments and exposed to the gaze of the multitudes. 
He was scourged, crowned with thorns, reviled and spat upon. 
A sponge saturated with vinegar and gall was pressed to His 
dying lips. “He shall be led as a sheep to the slaughter, and 
was dumb as a lamb before his shearers, and he opened not 
his mouth” (Is., liii, 7). He suffered these torments, He died 
in agony, that life, strength and redemption might be the 
heritage of the human race. He fulfilled the task assigned Him, 
He performed the mission for which His Father hadi sent Him 
to dwell with the sons of men. 

The sacrifice of Christ was most efficacious. The efforts of 
all mankind, of all the angels and saints for all eternity would 
be pleasing in the sight of God. Yet the value of their sacri- 
fices is easily computed. The worth of Christ’s immolation is 
infinite and incalculable. The anger of God was appeased, the 
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transgressions of Adam and his posterity atoned, the gates of 
Heaven reopened, man restored to his ancient heritage. “As 
sin hath reigned to death: so also grace might reign by justice, 
unto life everlasting through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom,, v, 
21). Man’s exile was at an end, Heaven was his true home, 
He-was no longer a wanderer and an orphan, God was his 
father, and Christ his brother. 

The death of Jesus was a most perfect and efficacious sacri- 
fice, the perfection of all oblations. Primitive offerings were 
only shadows of the true sacrifice, types and figures of the new 
oblation. The justice of God had been satisfied, adequate atone- 
ment offered, the gloom of Adam’s fatal lapse dissipated by the 
sunlight of divine grace. It was the only sacrifice which could 
restore poor, fallen man to the love and friendship of the Master. 

The anniversary of this great event will be celebrated during 
Holy Week. The Church clothes herself in sack cloth and ashes, 
the sacred liturgy breathes the spirit of penance, the gladsome 
notes of the organ are silent, lamentations replace the glad 
alleluias. Let us enter into the solemnity of the season and do 
penance for the sins we have committed which added to the 
sufferings of the Redeemer on that fatal day at Calvary. Pen- 
ance will wash away every sin and restore us to the love and 
affection of the Saviour. “Be ye therefore followers of God, 
as most dear children: and walk in love, as Christ hath also 
loved us, and hath delivered himself for us, an oblation and a 
sacrifice to God, for an odor of sweetness” (Eph., v, 1, 2). 





SHORT SERMONS FOR THE SUNDAYS OF THE YEAR 485 


PALM SUNDAY 


FALSE ENTHUSIASM 


“And the multitudes that went before and that followed, cried, saying: 
Hosanna to the son of David; Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.”—Matt., xxi, 9. 


_ Christ entered the Holy City in triumph. Mounted on an 
ass,—the animal anciently associated with the kings of Israel,— 
He fulfilled the Jewish tradition that the Messiah would come 
to the city of David riding upon the noble beast which had 
served Abraham, and Moses, and the prophets on festive occa- 
sions. The fame of His teachings and miracles had spread 
through all Galilee and Judea, and when the people heard He 
was approaching, they hastened to meet Him, casting their gar- 
ments on the road before Him, covering the way with leafy 
boughs and green branches plucked from the fig and olive trees 
skirting the highway. As the procession approached the city, 
another vast multitude appeared, bearing palm branches in their 
hands, chanting the prayer addressed to God for the speedy 
coming of the Messiah: “Hosanna to the son of David: Blessed 
is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest.” The people filled the streets to welcome the prophet 
from Nazareth, and their hearts beat high with the hope that 
the tyranny of Rome was ended and their ancient glories once 
more restored. The only note of discord on this gala day was 
the hypocritical fears of the jealous Pharisees that the soldiers 
of Herod might sally forth from the fortress and slaughter the 
enthusiastic citizens. 


Ere another Sunday dawned, the reaction came. The Master 
tottering through the streets of the city bearing the Cross on 
His bruised and bleeding shoulders, the crown of thorns His 
only insignia of rank. The festal garments of royalty were 
exchanged for the white robe of the fool. The songs of hope 
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and triumph had changed into the foul imprecations and per- 
sistent demands for His execution. He was saluted as the Mes- 
siah, hailed as a conqueror, received with imperial honors on 
Sunday. He was betrayed for thirty pieces of silver, scourged 
and outraged, branded as an imposter and a criminal on Thurs- 
day. He was crucified as a blasphemer and a traitor on Friday. 
The palms were scarcely withered, the echoes of the hymns 
scarcely stilled, when the fickle multitude imbued its hands in the 
blood of Him, Who had come to establish the everlasting king- 
dom of God. 


To the sincere Christian such inconsistency is amazing and 
horrifying. Yet the obstinate and unstable Jews have imitators 
even among the followers of Christ. Baptism makes them chil- 
dren of God and heirs of Heaven. Fond parents train them in 
the ways of piety, kindly teachers inculcate moral and religious 
truths, zealous priests teach them to love and respect the laws 
of God. In their youthful piety and zeal, they chant hymns of 
praise to the King of Heaven and earth, and their prayers and 
good works are as palm branches, waving in triumph to salute 
the Master. Maturer years often bring a change. Inconstancy, 
indolence, waywardness, are developed. Habitual indulgence 
of evil inclinations, disobedience to the commands of God, in- 
difference to the teachings of the Gospels, complete the ruin of 
the soul. The songs of praise, the prayers of faith are replaced 
by blasphemous utterances and irreligious sentiments. The 
fidelity and enthusiasm of earlier years are exchanged for the 
apostacy and apathy of later days. The same tongues that 
praise the Lord on Palm Sunday, join in the blasphemies on 
Good Friday. 

Occasionally these sinners are aroused temporarily from the 
lethargy of sin. Some sudden misfortune visits their homes, 
some business reverses awaken them from their torpor, some 
great religious revival stirs their blood. Once more the old faith 
and piety revive. They follow in the train of the Master and 
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chant hymns of love and thanksgiving. Yet they do not think 
in their hearts. They are weak, “like reeds shaken by the wind.” 
They do not fully consider their moral obligations nor realize 
the fatal folly of their actions. The seed of religion has fallen 
on rocky soil, When the days of sorrow and excitement have 
passed, when peace and prosperity have returned, when the 
burning words of the missionary have ceased, enthusiasm dies, 
apathy reigns once more. The promises of Palm Sunday are 
forgotten in the excesses of Good Friday. 

Such Christians are more guilty than the Jews of old. Many 
of these knew not what crime they were committing: “For if 
they had known it, they never would have crucified the Lord 
of glory” (1 Cor., ii, 8). Modern sinners cannot plead igno- 
rance. The Church founded by Christ teaches the doctrines 
they must believe, the morals they must cultivate, if they hope 
for eternal rewards. The Church is universal; she addresses 
all nations, her teachings may be learned by all who hunger for 
the truths of God. Failure to hear her voice, to obey her laws, 
brands the offenders as enemies of Christ and friends of satan. 
Like the deluded Jews they crucify anew the Saviour of the 
world, and merit for themselves temporal sorrows and eternal 
misfortune. 

As we bear the palm branches in the triumphal procession 
to-day, let us offer up our hearts as a profession of faith in the 
Redeemer as a token of loyalty and devotion. Let us pray that 
our enthusiasm may never falter; that we may die to sin with 
Christ and rise with Him to the life of fidelity and perseverance; 
that we may think in our hearts and acquire firm and holy con- 
victions; that we may ever remain faithful to our Lord and 
Master, serving Him with humility and patience; that the 
triumphs of Palm Sunday and the sorrows of Good Friday may 
bring us every grace to persevere in His service until the end. 
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EASTER SUNDAY 
THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST 


“And if Christ be not risen again, then is our preaching vain and your faith 
also is vain.”—1 Cor., xv, 14. 


The resurrection of Christ from the dead is the corner stone 
of Christian belief, the proof of the triumph of God’s Church, 
the pledge of the resurrection of the body. If Christ be not 
risen, He is not God, His doctrines and miracles are not divine, 
He is not the promised Messiah. The sins of man are unre- 
quited, and Heaven still closed against him. The saints were 
foolish and impractical, pious Christians are deluded and de- 
ceived. Eternal life is only a dream, this world a dreary waste. 
“Tf in this life only, we have hope in Christ, we are of all men 
most miserable” (1 Cor., xv, 19). 

Christ spoke of the resurrection as the positive proof of His 
divinity. When He drove the buyers and sellers from the temple 
and rebuked them for their impiety, His enemies demanded a 
sign of His authority. “Destroy this temple and in three days 
I will raise it up” (John, ii, 18, 19). His hearers thought He 
spoke of the material temple which was six and forty years in 
building, but He spoke of His own body, the temple of the 
divinity, personally present and living. When he healed the 
sufferer with the withered hand, and expelled the evil spirit from 
the deaf and dumb man, the Pharisees asked for a sign. He 
gave them the sign of Jonas the prophet: “For as Jonas was in 
the whale’s belly three days and three nights, so shall the Son 
of Man be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights” 
(Matt., xii, 38, 40). His hearers understood not His meaning, 
even the disciples were puzzled. It was only after the resurrec- 
tion that they remembered His words and understood His 
meaning. 

When the Apostles went forth to teach all nations, the resut- 
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rection was their guide and inspiration. Matthias was chosen 
to replace the recreant Judas at the suggestion of Peter: “One 
of these be made a witness of His resurrection’ (Acts i, 22). 
Peter spoke to the Jews on Pentecost morn of this wonderful 
miracle, Paul reminded the philosophers of Athens that: “He 
preached to them Jesus and Him crucified” (Acts ii, 31; xviii, 
19). So potent was their preaching that the Gospel spread from 
Judea to the farthest confines of the East, throughout the great 
Roman Empire, among the barbarous tribes of the North and 
West. The Apostles and their successors suffered dire priva- 
tion, fiendish persecution, untimely death. Yet their preaching 
was not vain. The doctrines of the Risen Lord were accepted 
and practised by every nation under heaven. 


The truths of the New Dispensation were eagerly adopted 
by the people of the ancient world. The beauty of its doctrines, 
the sanctity of its devotees, the austerity of its morals appealed 
to pious souls, outraged and scandalized by the cruelty, indif- 
ference and immorality of paganism. Bond and free flocked 
to its shrines and embraced its tenets. Persecution, imprison- 
ment, martyrdom were their rewards, yet paganism waned, 
Christianity waxed strong. Heresy and schism assailed her, 
nations and rulers deserted her, calumny and falsehood threat- 
ened her: “Yet from the rising of the sun even to the going 
down, my name is great among the Gentiles, and in every place 
there is sacrifice and there is offered to my name a clean oblation ; 
for my name is great among the Gentiles, saith the Lord of 
Hosts” (Mal., i, 11). The resurrection of Christ is not vain, 
for the heroism and constancy of countless millions in every 
. age and clime are conclusive proofs of its efficacy. 

The resurrection is man’s hope amid the trials and sufferings 
of life. Poverty and persecution often drive him to despair, 
hope in the promise of Christ draws him back from the abyss 
of despond and fills his soul with renewed determination to re- 
main loyal to his religion. Holy Job, deprived of family, 
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friends and possessions, thought only of the life beyond the 
grave: “For I know that my Redeemer liveth and in the last 
day I shall rise out of the earth. And I shall be clothed again 
with my skin and in my flesh, I shall see my God” (Job, xix, 
25, 26).. When fortune, honor and reputation are gone, and 
the riches and pleasures of life have turned to ashes on the lips, 
faith in the resurrection of the body and eternal happiness are 
man’s only solace and comfort. Death has no terrors for 
him, it is freedom from the thraldom of the flesh, the dawn of 
a brighter day. “O death where is thy victory? O death where 
is thy sting?” (1 Cor., xv, 55). The fleeting moments of exile 
in this world are forgotten in the contemplation of eternal joys 
with the risen Saviour in the life beyond the grave. 

Our preaching is not vain, your faith is not vain. Christ, the 
Son of God, has truly risen from the dead, our ransom has been 
paid, Heaven’s gates reopened, our eternal reward assured. The 
disappointments of life, the sufferings of this world are only 
momentary: we are but exiles in this vale of tears, our true 
home is Heaven. “When this mortal hath put on immortality, 
then shall come to pass the saying that is written: Death is swal- 
lowed up in victory” (1 Cor., xv, 54). The happiness of the 
Beatific Vision will be our reward for our faith in Christ, the 
Risen Saviour. 
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~ LOW SUNDAY 


THE PRINCE OF PEACE 


“Jesus came and stood in the midst and said to them: Peace be with you.” 
—John, xx, 19 


Christ is the prince of peace. The angels on their way to 
Bethlehem sang the heavenly refrain: “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace to men of good will” (Luke, ii, 14). 
His birth ushered in a new and happier era for the human race. 
All nations were at peace, the temple of Janus was closed. The 
Expected of Nations had come bringing true peace as His great- 
est gift. When the sacrifice was consummated and the august 
victim had risen from the tomb, He appeared in the midst of 
His disciples with the same loving salutation on His lips: 
“Peace be to you.” The dominion of satan was ended, the 
reign of God on earth inaugurated. His chosen messengers were 
commissioned to go forth and preach the Gospel of peace, bring- 
ing rest and solace to all hearts. ‘Peace I leave with you, my 
peace I give unto you; not as the world giveth do I give unto 
you” (John, xiv, 27). He gave them the assurance of a heaven- 
ly peace, compared to which all earthly consolation is as nothing. 

During the years of His missionary career Christ fulfilled the 
announcement of the angelic choirs. His teachings brought 
balm to wounded hearts, repaired the ravages of sin. The sinner 
did penance and was comforted, the just advanced along the 
paths of virtue. His miracles healed the sick, cured the afflicted, 
raised the dead to life. He restored peace to the faithful cen- 
turion, to the sorrowing widow of Naim, to the devout ruler, to 
the loving sisters of Lazarus. Mary Magdalene, weighted down 
with sin and woe, was converted and followed humbly in His 
footsteps, sharing in the sorrows of the crucifixion and the 
triumphs of the Resurrection. The Samaritan woman, steeped 
in idolatry and iniquity, hearkened to His words, and hoped for 








492 - THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


future happiness and peace. The thief on the cross, calloused 
and impious, listened to His voice, and beheld the vision of Para- 
dise as the reward of his penitence. The lowly, the poor, the 
sick, were comforted, and the peace of heaven filled many a 
troubled heart. 

When the Apostles went forth to teach all nations they 
preached the Gospel of peace. Serve God faithfully and well, 
thereby enjoying the friendship and protection of the Author 
of all peace. Love and respect your fellowman, your brother 
in Christ, for the sake of the Creator. Be true to self, guarding 
the precious heritage of your immortal soul, and the wondrous 
talents conferred on you by the Master. Health, prosperity and 
wealth may be wanting; misery, sorrow and want may be your 
lot, but the peace of God will fill your hearts with joy, and 
change seeming evils into blessings. For the peace of God on 
earth is only a meagre foretaste of the eternal peace in the man- 
sions of the blest.” For he is our peace — “and coming he 
preached peace to you that were afar off, and peace to them 
that were nigh” (Eph., ii, 14, 18). To those who heeded the 
Gospel of peace came contentment and happiness in this life and 
eternal peace in the brightness of eternity. 

On the evening before He suffered, Christ founded the ador- 
able Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist to strengthen His children 
against the attacks of satan. “Peace I leave you, my peace I 
give unto you; not as the world giveth, do I give unto you. Let 
not your heart be troubled nor let it be afraid” (John, xiv, 27). 
With the Bread of Heaven as our food, the poverty and priva- 
tions of the world are unnoticed, and the eternal peace of God 
fills our souls. When He appeared to His disciples after the 
Resurrection, He stood in the midst of them and said: “Peace 
be to you. Whose sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven 
them; and whose sins you shall retain they are retained” (John, 
xx, 19, 23). Sin deprives the soul of God’s love. Penance re- 
‘stores sanctifying grace and imparts peace and rest. The sin- 
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ner, weakened and heavily burdened by crime may obtain sur- 
cease of sorrow through this Divine Sacrament. The Blood of 
Christ will lave his soul and the true peace of the Heavenly 
Father will fill his being. When the Apostles besought the Lord 
to teach them how to pray He gave them a beautiful prayer: 
“Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven” (Matt., vi, 10). May the reign of God’s grace be estab- 
lished in the hearts and lives of all His creatures, may His laws 
and precepts be as faithfully observed by His children on earth 
as by the angels and saints of Heaven. Attentive and devout 
prayers bring God’s grace to the soul and establish peace in the 
heart. Prayer and the Sacraments are the weapons forged by 
Christ for man’s defence against the assaults of the world, the 
flesh and the devil. He who uses them will enjoy religious con- 
solation in time and heavenly peace for all eternity. 

Yet eternal vigilance must be his watchword. Carelessness 
and thoughtlessness are dangerous. He must endeavor to real- 
ize his own unworthiness and weakness and his entire depen- 
dence on God. When the Apostles were affrighted during the 
tempest on the sea, they came to the sleeping Master beseeching 
Him to save them. “And rising up he rebuked the wind and 
said to the sea: Peace, be still. And the wind ceased and there 
was a great calm” (Mark, iv, 39). In time of temptation, the 
sinner must fly to the protection of the Master. He will calm 
the tempest and restore peace to his soul. For He is the Prince 
of Peace, the desire and hope of every true Christian. “To en- 
lighten them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death; to 
direct our feet in the way of peace” (Luke, i, 78, 79). 











SERMONS FOR THE CHILDREN’S MASS 


A COURSE OF INSTRUCTIONS IN CHRISTIAN 
DOCTRINE 


THE MEANS OF GRACE 


23. EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE 


We are generally taught to examine our conscience by consider 
ing the commandments of God and of the Church, and asking our- 
selves whether we have transgressed them in thought, word, deed 
or by omission. 

1. The First Commandment requires us to pay God the honor 
due to His majesty. We do this chiefly in prayer, and it is our 
duty to pray night and morning. Many think that they are too 
tired to pray at night, and get straight into bed without giving 
a thought to the sins committed during the day, and without asking 
God for pardon and for His protection during the night. In the 
morning they get up late, dress in all haste, snatch a mouthful of 
breakfast, and rush off to business. They think nothing of God, 
never invoke their guardian angel, and never make the morning 
offering. Some are a little more careful and pray after a fashion, 
but how? At night they say their prayers without attention, and 
in the morning their minds are so full of the day’s occupation that 
prayer has not much meaning. We must therefore not only ask 
ourselves whether we have said our morning and night prayers, 
but also how we have said them. Make a note, if necessary, of the 
number of times that they have been said inattentively, or alto- 
gether omitted. 

2. The Second Commandment forbids us to take God’s name in 
vain—therefore all cursing and swearing is wrong. Some people 
are so much in the habit of swearing that they hardly know when 
they are using bad language, nor do they realize how offensive it 
is to God. 

3. The Third Commandment requires us to keep holy the Sab- 
bath Day, and the Church bids us do this chiefly by hearing Mass on 
Sunday. How many miss Mass for one reason or another! Some 
are legitimate reasons, such as illness, distance from church, etc, 
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but others are certainly not valid excuses. It is useless to say that 
the clock was slow, or that you overslept, or that you had to go 
somewhere else rather than to church. No one hears Mass who 
arrives after the Gospel or leaves before the Communion. To miss 
Mass by one’s own fault is a grievous sin, and the number of times 
it has been committed must be stated in confession. We ought 
also to examine ourselves as to the manner in which we have heard 
Mass, and whether we have talked or behaved irreverently during 
it, We break the Third Commandment by doing servile work, that 
js not necessary, on Sunday for any considerable length of time. 
This is another point for examination.of conscience. 


24. EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE (Continued) 


4. The Fourth Commandment bids us honor our father and 
mother. Children often find it difficult to obey this commandment, 
and when their parents give an order, show sulkiness or bad temper, 
even if they do not directly refuse to do what they are told. Some 
are rude and violent if punished, and take no pains to amend. Many 
behave badly in school, pay no attention to their lessons, defy and 
abuse their teachers. Such children should be careful how they 
examine their conscience, and must say in confession exactly the 
manner and the number of times that they have broken this com- 
mandment. 


5. The Fifth Commandment forbids us to kill, but it includes 
much more than actual murder, and forbids all anger, hatred, envy, 
quarrels, and fighting. Occasionally people cherish feelings of 
hatred against their neighbors and refuse to have anything to do 
with them. This is a grievous sin, and reconciliation must be 
effected before going to confession. It is a great crime to kill a 
human being, but we may inflict an equally great injury without 
actually destroying life. Each of us has a supernatural life, and 
if we lead others to commit grievous sin we rob them of sanctifying 
grace, which is the supernatural life of the soul. Our Divine 
Saviour said that it was better for a man to have a millstone tied 
about his neck and for him to be cast into the sea, rather than give 
scandal, #. ¢., teach others evil. In our self-examination we have 
to see how far we have been guilty of this offence. 
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25. EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE (Continued) 


6. The Sixth and Ninth Commandments are closely connected, 
since both forbid impurity. Our Savior loved children because of the 
purity of their hearts, whilst He detests impurity, which drags us 
down to the level of beasts. Any immodest thought or action, of 
which we feel ashamed, is a sin against purity. We are bound to 
keep watch over our eyes; if accidentally or in the discharge of our 
duty we catch sight of some indecent picture, no harm is done, 
provided that we do not think any more about it. But to feast 
one’s eyes on foul and indecent things is a sin, from which our 
guardian angel turns away in horror, and which deprives us of 
God’s grace. Impure action$ voluntarily performed are sinful and 
must be mentioned in confession; moreover, we must say how often 
we have sinned, and whether we have transgressed in thought, 
desire, words, looks or deeds, and whether we were alone or with 
others. 

7. The Seventh and Tenth Commandments go together, for 
both refer to our neighbor’s property. Many years ago there was 
a famous robber named Cartouche. For a long time he was the 
terror of the countryside, but at last he was taken prisoner and 
condemned to death. Before his execution he acknowledged his 
guilt, and said that he had not become a robber all at once—he 
had begun by stealing his schoolfellows’ pens. Children are very 
apt to take little things that do not belong to them, but this is a 
fault that cannot be cured too soon. If they grow up accustomed 
to steal trifles, they will end by being thieves. We all ought to 
examine ourselves very carefully with regard to the Seventh Com- 
mandment, remembering that to damage the property of another 
is equivalent to stealing it. It is not enough to repent of sins against 
this commandment; if we have taken what does not belong to us, 
we must make restitution; if we have damaged another’s property, 
we must make good the injury. No one can receive absolution who, 
after stealing anything of value, refuses to give it back. 


26. EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE (Continued) 


8. The Eighth Commandment forbids us to bear false witness 
against our neighbor; therefore, we must neither tell lies nor slander 
others. Some people are so much in the habit of lying as to be 
| almost incapable of speaking the truth, and yet a lie is, as Holy 
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Scripture describes it, a foul blot upon a man. A person who 
habitually tells lies will not hesitate to speak evil falsely of others, 
and thus he commits the sin of slander. In the Bible a slanderer is 
compared with a serpent stinging in secret. If you deliberately 
speak in such a way of your neighbor as to detract seriously from 
his good reputation, so that others look askance at him and refuse 
to have any dealings with him, you are guilty of a mortal sin, and 
it is your duty to make reparation by publicly acknowledging that 
your charges against him were false. 


How do matters stand with regard to faults of which our neigh- 
bor is really guilty? May we speak of them? No; unless they 
are already known we must not discuss them unnecessarily, as 
otherwise we shall calumniate him. Here is a point for self-ex- 
amination. There is a story that a good Christian, being near death, 
dreamed that he saw the devil, who held a list of all his sins, and, 
after reading them aloud, bade him despair of salvation. The sick 
man replied : “Our Lord promised that if we refrained from judging 
others, we should not be judged. Now I have never condemned 
a fellow man, therefore I do not despair, but have full confidence 
that God will not reject me.” The next night the devil came 
again, and received the same answer; but the third night the man’s 
guardian angel appeared, and tore up the list of his sins, assuring 
him that, as he had not judged others, no judgment awaited him. 


We come now to the Commandments of the Church. We have 
already spoken of the obligation to keep holy the festivals appointed 
by the Church and Sundays, and so there is only one other com- 
mandment about which we need, as a rule, examine ourselves. It 
is the second, which requires us to keep the days of fasting and 
abstinence appointed by the Church. Every Friday is a day of ab- 
stinence on which flesh-meat is forbidden, and the fasting days are 
the week-days in Lent, certain vigils and the ember-days. 


After thus considering the Commandments of God and of the 
Church, we may examine ourselves shortly with reference to the 
seven deadly sins. 


1. Pride. A proud man thinks a great deal of himself and his 
own importance; he boasts of his abilities and knowledge, and looks 
down on others. He is quarrelsome, obstinate and self-centred. 


2. Covetousness. A covetous man wants to keep everything 
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for himself, and to give nothing at all to others, however great their 
need. 

3. Lust is the same as impurity. 

4. Envy. When David killed the giant Goliath, the people 
exulted, but Saul was angry, fearing that they would honor David 
more than himself. Ask. yourself whether you have ever been 
jealous of the good fortune and success of others, or have taken 
delight in seeing others suffer. 

5. Gluttony and intemperance in food and drink are grievous 
sins. 

6. Anger is forbidden by the Fifth Commandment. 

7. Sloth or laziness in the discharge of one’s duties. 

We have now seen how the Commandments of God and of the 
Church can help us to discover the sins of which we have been 
guilty. Most prayer-books contain forms for examination of con- 
science, and, as a rule, it is not difficult to find out where we have 
transgressed. The important thing is to make a frank confession, 
and to begin by asking the help of the Holy Ghost to enable you to 
recognize and confess your sins. 
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DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY 
FIRST FRIDAY TALKS 


BY THE REV. JOHN CORBETT, S.J. 


Editor of The Messenger of the Sacred Heart 


REPARATION FOR LACK OF CHARITY 


It is recorded in the life of Blessed’ Margaret Mary that our 
Divine Lord made known to her one day how deeply His Sacred 
Heart was wounded by violations of charity, and the deep sor- 
row people caused Him by their neglect of this holy virtue. This 
neglect may well form the subject of our First Friday con- 
sideration and furnish us with ample reason for offering Him 
reparation. 

We remember how insistent St. John is in his First Epistle 
on the necessary connection that exists between love of God and 
love for our neighbor. “If any man say: ‘I love God,’ and hateth 
his brother, he is a liar. For he that loveth not his brother, 
whom he seeth, how can he love God, whom he seeth not? And 
this commandment we have from God, that he, who loveth God, 
love also his brother.” He had already exhorted them to love 
one another. “Dearly beloved, let us love one another, for 
charity is of God. And every one that loveth, is born of God 
and knoweth God. He that loveth not, knoweth not God; for 
God is charity.” And again: “If we love one another, God 
abideth in us, and His charity is perfected in us.” 

The beloved disciple is but reechoing the beautiful words in 
which the Divine, Master uttered His special commandment and 
assigned the special mark of discipleship. On the night before 
He died, He said to His Apostles: “A new commandment I give 
unto you, that you love one another, as I have loved you, that 


you also love one another. By this shall all men know that you 
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are My disciples, if you have love one for another.” Later on 
He repeated the injunction: “This is My commandment that you 
love one another, as I have loved you. Greater love than this no 
man hath, that a man lay down his life for his friends. You 
are My friends, if you do the things that I command you.” 

What a sublime test our Lord gives of true charity for our 
neighbor! We must love one another, as He loved us, there- 
fore, with a love that is gratuitous, extending even to our 
enemies, with a love that is effective, anxious to relieve their 
miseries, with a love that is persevering, even in spite of the 
basest ingratitude, with a love that is sacrificing, even to the 
shedding of our blood. So has He loved us, so should we love 
our neighbor. 

Alas, how far we stray from this ideal of charity, set before 
us by the Sacred Heart! How often even good people fail by 
harboring uncharitable thoughts of their neighbors, whose ac- 
tions they are so ready to misinterpret, for whose sins or even 
defects they are unwilling to allow any excuse! Think of the 
unkind words that are spoken even by members of families, who 
may truly be said to love one another, for they prove their love 
in time of illness or distress by their self-sacrifice, yet under 
ordinary circumstances of daily life are unwilling to curb the 
unruly tongue, to repress the signs of impatience of selfishness 
that render miserable the lives of those with whom they dwell. 
Serious quarrels might so easily have been averted, if one or 
the other had refrained from speech, had practised the charity 
that our Lord wished to be characteristic of His followers. Let 
us recall how frequently the feelings of others are wounded by 
thoughtless words or ill-timed jests. True charity begets kind 
thoughts and kind words; it must also beget kind deeds. What 
a paradise this world would be, if all would earnestly endeavor 
to carry out in their lives the beautiful principles of charity as 
set forth by St. Paul in his wonderful thirteenth chapter of the 
First Epistle of the Corinthians! And on the other hand, what 
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horrible misery and degradation have been brought upon man- 
kind by selfishness, envy, ambition and the perverse dealing of 
men with one another, both in private life and in international 
relations! 

What a disappointment all this uncharitableness causes to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus! He has told us that He will regard as 
done to Himself whatever we do to the least of His brethren. 
As the reward of the just on Judgment Day will be based on 
their observance of the Second Commandment, which is like 
unto the First, so the punishment of the wicked will be inflicted 
because they neglected to love their neighbor as themselves, to 
make use of the opportunities that present themselves to all of 
us daily to practise charity towards our neighbors. We do not 
wish to be judged; let us not judge others. We do not wish to 
be condemned; let us not condemn others. By our kindness in 
thought, word and deed we shall edify those with whom we 
have to deal, and may excite in men’s hearts an admiration 
similar to that aroused by the early Christians, of whom their 
pagan neighbors said: “See how they love one another.” We 
shall also console the bruised and wounded Heart of our loving 
Lord and thus make reparation for the widespread lack of 
charity, manifested even in the lives of people who desire to 
serve God, but have not yet realized that tenderness and kindness 
towards others are the marks of the truly Christian spirit. 





CONFERENCES FOR YOUNG MEN 


THE SOLDIER OF JESUS CHRIST 


BY THE REV. H. C. HENGELL 


XVIII. Matter AND ForM OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST 


The Holy Eucharist may be considered either from the stand- 
point of a Sacrament to be received by Christians for their sanc- 
tification or as a Sacrifice to be offered to God as the highest . 
possible act of worship. 

-We have already devoted several Conferences to the Holy 
Eucharist as a Sacrifice, called the Mass. In the last preceding 
Conference we saw that the Mass is the foundation of the Real 
Presence of our Lord, whom we adore in the Blessed Sacrament 


and receive as the supernatural food of our souls in Holy Com- 
munion. The transubstantiation of bread and wine into the 
Body and Blood of our Lord always takes place in the Mass. 


We cannot recall too often that the Mass is the source and 
center of Catholic life and worship. The Catholic who misses 
Mass culpably is on the road to loss of faith. The Mass makes 
possible Holy Communion or the receiving of the Body and 
Blood of our Lord. Without the Mass Christianity would be 
no better than Judaism. Without the Mass Christianity would 
not be Divine at all. Without the Mass misbelief and disbelief 
become as rampant as in Protestantism, which has lost the Mass. 
With the Mass, however, even schismatics and heretics, like those 
of the oriental Greek and Russian Orthodox Churches, manage 
to retain most Catholic beliefs for centuries. There is no act 
on earth more an honor to God and a blessing for men than the 
Mass. Truly, it is the Mass that matters. 


The Holy Eucharist, derived from the Mass, is also the Sac- 


rament most holy and Divine. A Sacrament is a Christ insti- 
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tuted symbol that confers grace upon human souls. The symbol 
or outward sign is made up of two elements; namely, matter 
and form. Something visible to the senses is used and applied 
in every Sacrament, and this is called the matter. Words are 
also used, indicating the intention of the minister to apply the 
matter as a Sacrament to the recipient. 


Bread and wine constitute the matter of the Holy Eucharist 
as a Sacrament. Bread and wine are symbols well suited to 
visualize the spiritual nourishment derived from Holy Com- 
munion. Bread is the staple and daily food of men. Its sub- 
stantial ingredient is flour ground from many grains of wheat. 
Wine is pressed from the juice of many grapes. It would seem 
that our Lord chose bread and wine for the Sacrament in order 
to suggest to us that He was ground and pressed in His bitter 
passion in order to become our daily food. Just as bread and 
wine or any other substantial food is changed daily into our 
flesh and blood, so are we changed by worthy Holy Communion 
into the spiritual likeness of our Lord. ‘Now I live, no not I, 
but Christ liveth in me.” Furthermore the many grains of 
wheat and the many grapes required to make bread and wine 
indicate the union of all good Christians in the body of Christ. 
“We being many are one bread, one body” (1 Cor., x, 17). 

The prohibition move sweeping over the United States makes 
it desirable to utter here a brief word on it and on the use of 
wine in the Mass. Since the institution of the Mass at the Last 
Supper nearly nineteen hundred years ago, the Church has used 
wine in the Mass. The quantity used at each Mass is very 
small indeed, but it is fermented grape juice. Unfermented 
grape juice would be valid in the Mass, but the laws of Church 
as well as her time-honored custom forbid its use. 

Many centuries ago a very narrowminded sect of heretics 
called the Manicheans tried to embarrass the Church by teach- 
ing that wine is an essentially evil thing created, not by God, 
but by the devil. The Church condemned and rebuked this 
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teaching even to the extent of ordering Holy Communion to be 
given to laymen for a time under the appearance of wine. 


There are possibly a few modern Manicheans among the 
multitudes who are laboring for prohibition in this country, 
They may be aiming to embarrass the Church by making it ex- 
tremely difficult, if not impossible, to obtain wine for the Mass. 
They talk as if wine or any other drink containing alcohol were 
evil in themselves instead of in their abuse. To be consistent 
they ought to punish every human being, themselves included, 
for manufacturing alcohol in the digestive tract. People who 
eat candy or sweets enable their intestines to make about as 
much alcohol in their bodies as the priest uses in the Mass. 

In working for the good cause of prohibition, however, fair- 
minded Catholics and non-Catholics will wisely see to it that 
the use of wine for Sacramental purposes is protected by spe- 
cific provisions to that effect. On the other hand, they will not 
deem it necessary to champion and support the whole liquor 
traffic and the saloon evil in this country merely because a few 
fanatics in the prohibition movement aim to embarrass the 
Church. The Church as a corporate whole does not take a 
stand on the question of license to carry on the liquor business. 
It is not a question of moral principle such as the virtue of tem- 
perance upon which the Church always insists. It is a question 
of policy or expediency in maintaining social order. If a Cath- 
olic voter can convince himself that social order in the city, 
state or nation is best secured by the elimination of the liquor 
traffic, then it is his duty to work and vote for prohibition. Con- 
sidering the liquor traffic as now conducted an occasion of sin 
for a large number, many bishops and priests are now working 
for prohibition in this country. Their active interest in the 
movement will help to protect the use of wine for Sacramental 
and other legitimate purposes not in any way dangerous to pub- 
lic welfare. 

Returning to our task, the demonstration that the Holy 
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Eucharist is not only the great Sacrifice but also a true Sacra- 
ment, we have now to consider whether it is a fact and not a 
mere theory that Jesus Christ instituted it. The very form, the 
declaration or specification of what is being done in administer- 
ing this Sacrament indicates and recalls this fact. Acting in the 
name of Christ and speaking in His name and by His power and 
authority, the priest repeats the very words of Christ in ad- 
ministering the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. “Take ye 
and eat, for this is my body.” Placing it on our tongues, He 
says: “May the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, safeguard your 
soul unto life everlasting. Amen.” 

In a simple matter of fact style several inspired writers of 
the New Testament, especially Saints Matthew, Mark, Luke 
and Paul, record the fact of our Lord’s instituting the Holy 
Eucharist. These writers are acknowledged even by Jewish 
and infidel scholars as having recorded true historicalfacts about 
Christ, His words and His deeds. They wrote at different times 
for various purposes, but they are unanimous in recording the 
Last Supper and what Jesus did and said there. St. John indi- 
cates our Lord’s reason or motive in instituting this wonderful 
Sacrament in the words: “Having loved His own... He 
loved them to the end” (xiii, 1). 

In our next Conference we shall consider what legacy of love 
Jesus left us in the Holy Eucharist. By it He established the 
largest and the most lasting empire ever known. It will never 
fail or fall. 

The world is still arguing about the cause of Napoleon Bon- 
aparte’s downfall. But Napoleon himself saw the point. This 
is what he said: 

“Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne and myself founded em- 
pire. But on what did we rest the creation of our genius? 
Upon sheer force. Jesus Christ alone founded His empire upon 
love; and at this hour millions of men will die for Him.” 
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BY THE REV. THOMAS M. SCHWERTNER, 0O.P. 


Jesus—A Savinc NAME 


Is there anyone so low and base as the ingrate who forgets 
the Benefactor who has heaped good things upon him? Whom 
do we despise more than the man who speaks slightingly and 
disparagingly of his benefactor, protector, friend or saviour? 
Often we may forget for a time those who have befriended us, 
but as soon as we hear their names mentioned, all the gratitude 
in our hearts wells up. We rejoice to hear our friends praised, 
even if we cannot join in the concert. We are glad when they 
succeed. We cannot hold our peace when we hear them ridi- 
culed or maligned. 

Now, our greatest benefactor, friend and helper is Jesus 
Christ. Our hearts are filled with love for Him, and hence we 
bow our heads whenever His name is mentioned. We pro- 
nounce His name with the deepest reverence, and grow wroth 
when men outrage it. And this is meet and fitting, for He is 
our all in all, since He is “great, and shall be called the Son of 
the Most High” (Luke, i, 32), and “there is no other name 
under heaven given to men whereby we must be saved” (Acts, 
iv, 12). Jesus, therefore, is our Saviour. By His own Blood 
He redeemed us from the slavery of the devil. Thus He lifted 
from our shoulders the heaviest burden that could possibly rest 
upon them. 

To understand the full significance and bearing of the Name 
of Jesus it may be well to ask ourselves to-day from what, pre- 
cisely, He redeemed us. A clear idea of the great load which 
He took from our shoulders will help us as nothing else could 
to reverence, love and adore that Name “at the mention of which 
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every knee should bow, of those that are in heaven, on earth, 
and under the earth” (Phil., ii, 10). 

1. First of all, Jesus redeemed us from original sin, and this 
without our cooperation. : 

It is related that in the Middle Ages there were such invet- 
erate gamblers that frequently a man who had lost all his money 
did not hesitate to put up his wife and children as stakes, after 
having pawned his slaves, and, if a nobleman, his subjects. The 
liberty which in a moment of pleasure-seeking the head of the 
family had forfeited could not easily be regained by his children, 
as they had absolutely nothing wherewith to acquire what they 
loved next to life itself. Their only hope was that some rich 
friend, moved with pity for their sorry plight, would purchase 
back for them the freedom for which they pined. And we can 
easily understand the feelings of gratitude those who had been 
so redeemed would ever after entertain towards such a bene- 
factor. 

Now Jesus Christ bought us back from the slavery of the 
devil. He restored to us the freedom of which we had been 
deprived by the sin of our first parents in Paradise. We were 
carried to the baptismal font quite unconscious of the boon 
that was being conferred upon us. We had nothing whatever 
to do with this. Only later, when we had come to the use of 
reason, did we learn that without our cooperation the chains 
were broken from us and the gates of Heaven opened for us. 
And we received this great gift through the mercy of Jesus 
Christ and the invocation and power of the adorable Name. 

2. Secondly, we are freed from actual sin by the Name of 
Jesus, but on condition of our cooperation. | 

One day, during the years of our Lord’s public ministry as 
He passed along the wayside, ten lepers cried out to Him to 
cleanse them. And He did so, imposing but one condition— 
that they show themselves to the priests. So, too, when our 
souls are defiled by sin He bids us go to the priest for confes- 
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sion. It is a condition without which our cleansing, ordinarily, 
r cannot take place. To His priests He has given the power to 
a wash away sin and restore the lost health of the soul. But our 
i cooperation, if required, is nevertheless so slight and insignifi- 





cant that were it not for the power of the Name of Jesus, in 
virtue of which the priest absolves us, we could scarcely dare , 
to expect pardon. 

3. Christ redeems us from actual sin, but He wishes us also ¢ 
to satisfy for our own sins. t 

Saul was a relentless and cruel persecutor of the Christians. I 
On the way to Damascus, “breathing threats” against the fol- t 
lowers of Jesus, he fell from his horse and was freed from sin. I 


But the Lord said: “I will show him what things he must suffer 
for My name’s sake” (Acts, ix, 16). And the Apostle tells us 
all the tribulations which at one time or another he had to un- 
dergo. 

Christ did not come to make this earth a Paradise, to make 
men rich, famous, or powerful. He bade all “take up thy Cross 
daily and follow Me” (Luke, ix, 23). He promised us Heaven, 
opened its gates for us, made our journey thither possible and 
tolerable, but He demands that, following His example, we pay 
the wages of sin, which are penance and suffering. 

4. Finally, Jesus has redeemed us from sin, but not from the 
temptation to sin. 

Although He was the Son of God, Jesus permitted Himself 
to be thrice tempted by satan, that He might thereby teach us 
how to resist temptation. Three times St. Paul tells us that he 
was forced to pray for help against temptations to sins of the 
flesh, and that the Lord answered him: “My grace is sufficient 
for thee.” Temptations may be strong, but grace is stronger. 
He who takes hold of grace will overcome the tempter. Temp- 
tations must come to man that he may be tested. Without temp- 
tation, no battle; without battle, no victory; without victory, no 
crown. St. Paul, considering the temptations he passed through, 
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cried out: “I can do all things in Him who strengtheneth me.” 
“If God be with me, who can be against me?” Now, all grace 
comes from Him who is our Redeemer—Jesus Christ, “in whose 
Name His people shall be delivered from sin.” 
| It is plain as daylight from all we have seen that our only 
: hope of salvation lies in Him who has “blotted out the hand- 
writing that was against us.” In temptation no surer weapon 
) can be found than the invocation of the Name of Jesus, for by 
the might of this Name the powers of darkness are put to flight. 
If we are commanded to pray “lest we enter into temptation,” 
then no more powerful prayer can be found than the Name of 
Him in whom alone there is salvation. 
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BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 


XLII. Tue CuHILpHOop oF St. AUGUSTINE 


Of his three children, Patricius loved the oldest, the boy Augus- 
tine, more than the other two because he found a great resemblance 
to himself in the boy. The boy was bright, full of life, strong in 
build, handsome of looks, in short, had all the qualities of a likeable 
boy. His brother, Navigius, was a frail, quiet sort of a lad, more 
like the mother in his ways. The other child was a girl, Perpetua, 
She likewise resembled her mother more than her father. 

So we can easily understand that whatever Augustine did was 
quite proper in the eyes of his father, who did not, however, allow 
his other two children the same freedom of action. 

It did not take Augustine very long to appreciate the situation, 

He took advantage of it and soon became the real lord and master 
of the home. Whatever he wanted he was sure of getting, however 
much his mother would object. He had but to speak to his father 
and his wish was gratified. 
_ Indeed, the more Augustine would go contrary to the wishes or 
commands of his mother, the more boisterously he behaved, the 
more the father liked it. Thus the boy grew up without having the 
least idea of what authority or obedience meant. His mother had 
lost all control over her son. 

The convivial and frivolous ways of the father appealed to the 
boy far more than the austere life of the mother, who saw but sin 
and scandal in what the father called the pleasures and joys of life. 
The rigors of self-denial which his mother practiced in her daily 
life, her prayers and works of charity were completely out of 
harmony with the views of life held by the father. Small wonder, 
then, if the boy soon followed the example of the father. 

St. Monica saw her son drifting further and further away from 
her and from her influence. He had some sort of respect for his 
mother but he preferred the teachings of his father. All the efforts 
of the mother to restrain the boy were in vain. And if St. Monica 
dared to remonstrate with her husband she was told that she might 
do as she pleased with the other two children but that Augustine 
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was his father’s boy, and he intended to bring that boy up as he 
thought a boy should be brought up. 


That would, of course, put an end to all controversy. Patricius 
would not permit any argument. The son understood this and knew 
he could do exactly as he pleased, and he made the best of his oppor- 
tunities. In the course of events, Patricius had to pay the penalty 
for the wrongful example and encouragement he gave to the boy. 


Here you have a practical lesson of how mot to bring up a boy. 
In any case where the parents disagree in their commands and 
prohibitions to their children, the children will choose to do what 
they like and get either father or mother to back them up. 

The inclination towards evil is stronger than that for good. The 
former is natural, the latter is acquired, for we must obtain it by 
the grace of God and our own efforts and cooperation with the 
grace of God. We are born with an inclination for evil. It is part 
of the penalty of original sin. Unless we make firm efforts of 
checking this evil inclination it will soon get the better of us. For 
this reason God has given us positive instructions in His Command- 
ments, in the example of His Divine Son while He was in the flesh, 
and in the means of grace, the Sacraments, so that we may become 
able to overcome our evil inclinations. The fact that we have this 
evil inclination does not mean that we must do evil. Not at all. 
We may, we can and we shall overcome this inclination if we 
only have the firm will to do so. If we have the firm will, God 
will see to the rest. Why is it then that we have so many failures 
in life, so many people who to all appearances are unable to 
overcome their evil inclinations? In nearly every case we will find 
that these people were spoiled when they were children. When 
children are permitted to do as they like, as was the case of the 
boy, Augustine, we need not at all be surprised if they go wrong. 
The real miracle would be if they did not go wrong. 

Even the dullest boy will soon know which of his parents is the 
“easier” of the two. If the mother tries to restrain his evil in- 
dination whereas the father encourages the evil to be done, we 
ned not ask what the outcome of it all will be. The son will do 
what most appeals to him, and that is the following of his evil in- 
dination, This explains in nine cases out of every ten why and 
how children go wrong. In nine out of every ten cases one or both 
of the parents are the cause of the downfall of their children. 
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The successful training of children demands that parents be firm 
and united in their commands and prohibitions to their children, 
Of course, if both parents encourage the evil promptings of the 
child, both parents are responsible for his ruin. 


Only then, when both parents are as one in demanding 
obedience, in commanding what is right, in forbidding what js 
wrong, will the child understand that obedience is necessary. When 
both parents are equally severe in forbidding and commanding the 
child has no choice but to obey, for it would otherwise offend both 
parents. 


However well St. Monica was disposed she was powerless in 
curbing the evil spirit in her oldest boy. 


Patricius wanted to make of his darling son a man who would 
come up to the pagan ideals which he had been taught to hold 
high. And Patricius succeeded. Succeeded—to his sorrow. 


According to the pagan viewpoint, there was no wrong in satisfy- 
ing evil inclinations. What we, the children of God, call vices, 
were with them quite natural habits. If their gods could glory in 
immoral excesses, why should it be wrong for people to enjoy them- 
selves as did their gods! So the devil held up to the heathens the 
vices of their imaginary gods as proper actions in order to drag 
mankind deeper into the abyss of vice and further away from God. 

Augustine, whom his father had taught to love every pleasure 
and to deny himself nothing his heart might crave for, and that 
nothing was wrong what the gods themselves did, zealously 
followed the immoral example of his father. 

It was in that period of Augustine’s life that the father died 
Before his death he asked to be received in the Church, was it- 
structed, baptized and received the Sacraments of the dying. St. 
Monica had at last this consolation. The mother of Patricius shed 
tears of joy upon seeing her husband a convert. Patricius died peace 
fully and resigned to the will of God. 

When Patricius was on his deathbed he began to see many things 
in a different light. Then it dawned upon him what a dreadful mis 
take he had made in the training of his oldest son. He called him 
to his side to talk to him earnestly, to implore him to become 3 
Christian and forsake paganism; but the words of the repentant 
father were lost upon Augustine. He felt sorry for his father 
whom he had loved so tenderly, sympathized with him in his suffer- 
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ing but had no thought of going contrary to what his father had 
taught him in the past. 

When it was too late, Patricius saw his error. But since even 
his dying father had lost all influence over his erring son we can 
easily understand why St. Monica and his saintly brother and sister 
had no influence over him. The young Augustine, after the burial 
of his father, returned to the haunts which his father and he had 
so often frequented, and he kept on in his pagan mode of living, 
which means having a joyous time no matter how degrading. 

All the greater was the sorrow of St. Monica when she saw that 
she was unable to reform her son. All she could was to weep for 
him and to pray for him, and to put her confidence in God, who she 
hoped, would in the end hear her prayers and lead her dear boy 
to repentance and salvation. 
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LENTEN SERMONS 


THE LAST THINGS 


A COURSE OF LENTEN SERMONS BY THE REV. H. G. HUGHES 
IV. HELL 


“Then shall the King say to them, that shall be on his left hand: Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire.”—St. Matt., xxv, 41 


SYNOPSIS.—1. Tue Docrrine or HELL.—This doctrine not popular; but it is 
taught now as always by the Catholic Church. It is taught by the Church 
because it was taught by Jesus Christ. 


_ 2, Curist’s TEACHING ON EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT.—The judgment 
in St. Matt., xxv, Everlasting Fire, the Parables. 


3. THE FurNACE OF Fire.—The fire of hell is real fire. Christ speaks 
of the Furnace of Fire in the EXPLANATION of the Parable last quoted. 


4. Tue Loss or Gov.—The chief cause of the misery of the lost is the 
loss of God. The separation from God and its consequences. 


5. ConcLusion.—Objections to this doctrine arise from want of under- 
standing of the holiness of God and the evil nature of sin. Disposition 
involved in mortal sin. Rejoice that hell need never be for you; but at 
the same time remember Christ’s warning, “If thy hand scandalize thee, 
cut it off,” etc. 


I. THe Doctrine oF HELL 


The doctrine of hell-fire and everlasting punishment, my dear 
Brethren in Jesus Christ, is not a popular doctrine. The days have 
gone when certain sectarians seemed to take a savage delight in 
the thought and the uncompromising declaration that those who did 
not agree with them, in fact, the majority of mankind, would burn 
in hell forever. People outside God’s Holy Church will not bear 
now to be preached to about that awful place of despair and un- 
ending woe; much less will they endure any talk about eternal fires 
that forever torment but do not destroy souls and bodies of men 
in company with Satan and his evil angels. “Ah you priests,” said 
a Protestant to me one day, with more heat than politeness, “you 
have an interest in keeping up that old superstition about hell- 
fire; you frighten people with it into doing what you want.” No 
one, surely, ever made a greater mistake ; for neither priests, I think, 
are generally fond of preaching sermons on hell, nor Catholics of 
hearing them. Indeed there are Catholics who would like to be 
able not to believe in the everlasting punishment of hell, and the 
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avenging flames that will there bind and torture the wicked. But 
the Church teaches to-day, as she has ever taught, this terrible and 
terrifying truth. She teaches it because in plainest, most unmis- 
takeable terms, Jesus Christ her Divine Master taught it; and one 
of the proofs of her divine mission is in the fact that she holds to 
and proclaims unaltered this most unpopular truth in the face of 
a sceptical world, while the sects, to a large degree, have given way 
to modern prejudices, and put the doctrine of hell away, or so 
mitigate their teaching about future punishment as to deprive that 
teaching of all claim to be scriptural truth. 


But, my dear Brethren, in a matter so awful in itself and in its 
bearings on human life, in its consequences for every soul, we must 
not listen to any merely human voice, nor pay attention to tlte-thur- 
murs of human prejudice. The question is, what did Christ teach? 
What is the revelation of God upon this subject? And the answer 
is that Christ taught the doctrine of hell and of eternal punishment ; 
that this doctrine is an essential part of God’s revelation to man in 
the Christian religion, and that if we believe the Holy Scriptures 
to be the Word of God at all we must believe that an everlasting 
hell is by God’s own Word proclaimed and taught as a Christian 
truth. It is true that the attitude of the Church toward this truth 
is very different from that of those fanatical teachers of the past 
who seemed to revel in the idea that the great mass of men would 
go to hell. She has never taught that most men will be damned. 
While with infallible voice she declares of her canonized saints that 
they are in glory, she has never pronounced of any departed soul 
that that soul is certainly lost. By her consoling doctrine of Pur- 
gatory, which is part of the divine deposit of truth committed to 
her by Christ and His Apostles, she holds out a magnificent hope 
to the worst of sinners who even at a late hour shall repent; her 
ways of escape that she offers in her divinely instituted Sacraments, 
in her teaching about the efficacy of contrition are many and 
wonderful. She permits to her theologians the widest, mildest views 
as to the relative numbers of the saved and lost. On this point, 
indeed, she has no revelation. Christ gave her none. When He 
was interrogated on the subject He would not answer. But great 
teachers whom the Church honors, whose works she recognizes and 
recommends as strictly orthodox, have held that the majority of 
mankind will be saved, and she has never said a word in condemna- 
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tion of that opinion. Far from showing a cruel delight in multiply- 
ing the number of the lost she multiplies her efforts that not one 
of her children, not one soul either, that she can influence shall ever 
go to hell. But she recedes not from the truth. She teaches, as 
she must teach, that hell is, that souls there suffer a punishment 
which will never end, that souls and bodies will suffer there after 
the general resurrection; that there is a fire there that will be the 
instrument of God’s vengeance; that there is unending woe and 
misery and despair, the loss of God, the agony of useless remorse; 
that all will go there, will most assuredly go there, who, guilty of 
wilful mortal sin, die unrepentant; and that, once there, they will 
never get out again, never, as long as God is God. 

All this she teaches because Christ and His Apostles taught it. 
She cannot do otherwise without being unfaithful to her sacred 
trust as teacher of the nations of the earth. Let us hear, then, and 
let us gravely and seriously consider what Jesus Christ says to us 
on this truly awful theme. 


II. Curist’s TEACHING ON EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT 


In the twenty-fifth chapter of St. Matthew’s Gospel Our Lord 
Jesus Christ draws a picture of the last great Judgment. All the 
tribes of men are gathered together before the Judgment seat of 
the King, who is Christ Himself. “All nations,” says Our Blessed 
Lord “shall be gathered together before Him, and He shall separate 
them one from the other, as the shepherd separateth the sheep from 
the goats: and He shall set the sheep on His right hand, but the 
goats on the left.” And the judgment having taken place the 
sentence is pronounced: Then shall the King say to them that 
shall be on His right hand: “Come, ye blessed of my Father, possess 
you the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world.” Then shall He say to them also that shall be on His left 
hand: “Depart from me, you cursed, into everlasting fire which 
was prepared for the devil and his angels.” 

“And,” adds the Divine Master, “these shall go into everlasting 
punishment: but the just, into life everlasting” (St. Matt., xxv, 32, 
34, 41, 46). 

Immediately before this description by our Lord of the Last Judg- 
ment there is set down in the same chapter the parable of the 
Talents, by which Christ introduces the subject of everlasting punish- 
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ment. The parable itself is a picture of the fate of the wicked, 
and the despair and agony of the lost are shown in its final words, 
“The unprofitable servant cast ye out into the exterior darkness. 
There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Ib., v, 30). Again 
and again in His teaching Jesus Christ reverts to the punishment of 
the lost. There is the sentence upon the man who had not on a 
wedding garment. “Bind his hands and his feet and cast him into 
the exterior darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth” (St. Matt., xxii, 13); there is the parable of the good seed 
and the cockle growing together till the harvest, in which the master 
says to those servants who proposed to root up the cockle there and 
then: “No, lest perhaps gathering up the cockle, you root up the 
wheat also with it. Suffer both to grow together until the harvest, 
and in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers; gather up 
first the cockle, and bind it into bundles to burn, but the wheat 
gather ye into my barn.” 

This parable Our Divine Lord explained to His disciples, telling 
them that the wheat and the cockle represent the good and the 
wicked; and “the reapers,” He said, “are the angels.” “Even as 
cockle, therefore,” He goes on, “is gathered up and burnt with fire, 
so shall it be at the end of the world. The Son of Man shall send 
His angels, and they shall gather out of His kingdom all scandals, 
and them that work iniquity, and shall cast them into the furnace 
of fire: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (St. Matt., 
xiii, 29, 30, 39, 42). 


III. Tue FurNACE OF FIRE 


“The furnace of fire: the furnace of fire!’ Think of it, my dear 
Brethren, that raging furnace of fire, lit up first by the wrath of 
God to punish the rebel angels. Into that furnace of fire the wicked 
are cast alive, to find there, not the death they will thirst for and 
despairingly desire, but a living agony from which there is no escape 
nor ever any least hope of escape. It is real fire; wonderful fire; 
not the same, indeed, as our material earthly fire, yet not a less 
torment than earthly fire. No indeed, not a less torment, but surely 
a greater; for it is a special fire created to be the instrument of 
the Divine Vengeance upon wicked spirits and wicked men, capzble 
of punishing spirits, souls as well as bodies; a darksome fire—for 
it burns yet does not lighten in that place of “exterior darkness” 


ae 


SSF 


SS ae eee 


coctucnoncacmns oer A AIA aL AI 


aera noe 


in a 





518 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


where it is. Yes, my Brethren, it is real fire. Notice that Jesus 
Christ speaks of the Furnace of Fire not in the parable, but in His 
explanation of the parable. He is describing the realities which the 
parable typifies, of which it gives a symbolical picture. The cockle 
and the fire into which it is cast are the type; the wicked and the 
furnace of fire into which they are cast are the strict literal realities 
answering to the type. Brethren, will you go into that Furnace of 
Fire never to come out again? Will you with weeping and gnashing 
of teeth spend your eternity in that darkness, in unspeakable pain 
of body and mind, in wholly useless remorse and limitless, hopeless 
despair? Perhaps you will. It may be that you will. It will be 
your own doing, your own fault. You need not go there unless you 
will. My brother, my sister, you who enjoy life so much, who have 
all you want, who live in comfort or even in luxury; you who are 
sO sensitive, so delicate, so afraid of the least pain, so nervously 
apprehensive at the approach of discomfort or annoyance, so im- 
patient of physical or mental trouble—perhaps you will end in that 
furnace of fire, in that dark burning prison with devils and lost 
souls. You know best, in your own consciences, whether you are 
tending thither ; whether your life, as it now is, is leading you there. 
If it is, stop! for God’s sake stop! If you are uncertain; if there 
is cause for fear that you are on the road to hell, look into the 
matter, for your soul’s sake and for the love of Jesus who died 
to save you; look into the state of your soul, and make sure that if 
you were to die now you need not fear the furnace of fire. 

And you to whom life has been unkind; you who have trouble 
or pain or anxiety, poverty and hardship, remember that these, if 
you bear them Christianly, are your best security for salvation; but 
remember, too, that they will not save you if you make them a 
reason for murmuring and rebelling against God, or for seeking 
consolation in dissoluteness and the deceptive pleasures of sin. 
Remember, all of you, my Brethren, what awaits the impenitent sin- 
ner in the next world; remember that this terrific truth comes to 
us from the lips of the Eternal Truth. If you believe that Christ 
is God, the very Truth, you must believe His words, all His words, 
His words about everlasting punishment as well as His words about 
everlasting life. 
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IV. THe Loss or Gop 


So far, dear Brethren, I have not spoken to you of the worst 
suffering of the damned in hell. I have spoken of the fire that is 
never extinguished, of the remorse and despair, the unending misery 
and the illimitable woe. But what is the chief cause of the misery 
and despair of the lost? Is it that their punishment is eternal? Not 
that alone. There is something which, if they might have it, would 
cause them willingly and joyfully to suffer forever all the physical 
torments of hell, and which, supposing it were possible for these 
torments to co-exist with its possession, would make a heaven of 
hell itself. It is the eternal loss of this that is the greatest woe 
and suffering of lost souls. It is the loss of God. If those in hell 
could enjoy God, hell would be heaven. We cannot understand 
this now; our desire for God, a radical desire, a desire innate in 
man’s nature, is overlaid by the thousand and one earthly interests 
that occupy us here below. But when the soul has left the body, 
when the things of earth have fallen away from us, we shall be 
fully conscious of that desire, of our crying need of God. If, for 
our sins, we cannot have God, there will be nothing but an aching 
void and emptiness of soul, a thirst that never shall be assuaged, an 
imperious desire ever striving and ever frustrated, a cruel longing 
always, always denied, a hunger that will make the soul turn upon 
and devour itself. What a frightful inner strife! Whatalife! Oh 
what a blessing to die, to be annihilated and be no more! But 
that shall never be. What a blessing to lose reason and intelligence 
and at least not to understand this misery, not to know this loss! 
But neither can that be. Damned souls that have once been raised 
by grace, as we are raised, to the supernatural state know and 
understand and realize to the full what they have lost in losing God. 
So they will forever endure that devouring desire for God and God’s 
love, and know that never, never can it be satisfied. For the irre- 
vocable sentence of separation, of eternal separation has gone forth, 
“Depart from Me, ye cursed.” Between them and God, between 
them and heaven, between them and all that is good and lovely 
and desirable, between them and those they once loved and who are 
with God, between them and everything that could give refresh- 
ment or any least relief or palliation of their grief and utter misery 
there is a great gulf fixed ; for, in losing God they have lost all good ; 
having wilfully sided with evil, evil is their portion forever. Use- 
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lessly will they wish that their hunger and thirst for God be toned 
down by some of the temporal good things which they made their 
end and object on earth, and which they foolishly allowed to turn 
them from their true end, God, and make them forgetful of Him 
and His love. There is nothing in hell to take their thoughts off 
their terrible and irreparable loss. The fire is not quenched, and 
their worm dieth not. The burning unsatisfied desire that is worse 
than the very flames themselves in which they lie bound, the gnaw- 
ing worm of remorse of conscience telling them all the time that 
it is their own fault, that they might have been saved, that there was 
a place ready for them in heaven, that God wanted them there, that 
His arms were open to embrace them, that He pursued them with 
His love to induce them to be happy, and that they would not, that 
they of their own free-will chose damnation—this fire and this worm 
of conscience are eternal, never, never to cease their torment. 


Eternal pain; eternal loss; eternal strife of useless longing, of 
vain seeking, of restless impatience, of self-accusation; eternal 
hunger and thirst after what never can be; existence a misery, life 
a wreck, great hopes brought to nothing, all striving for happiness 
finished in bitter and irreparable failure, God’s gifts thrown away 
beyond recall, the cruel knowledge of what might have been, the 
thought how easy it was to be saved; the realization, too late to be 
any good, of the utter nothingness and worthlessness of the things 
for which heaven has been sacrificed, of the incomparable superiority 
of the least of celestial joys over the best that earth ever gave— 
such is the bitter lot, such the bitter self-reproach, such the agonizing 
ever-recurring cycle of lamentable thoughts that overwhelm those 
who are forever damned, not by God, but by their own act. 


V. CoNcLUSION 


Brethren, I must make an end. There are objections brought 
against this doctrine of eternal punishment. They arise from a 
want of understanding of what God is and what sin is. We must 
remember that by sin man necessarily cuts himself off from God; 
that mortal sin involves a disposition of mind and heart that would 
sin forever if life were given in which to sin forever. When we 
think of this we can at least gain a glimpse of the reason why the 
punishment of sin must be eternal. When we think of this we 
shall surely conceive a great horror of sin, especially of habitual 
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grievous sin by which man’s soul can come to be obdurate, hardened 
in opposition to the Holiness that God is. The devil is deeply 
interested in persuading men that eternal punishment cannot be, 
that hell is an exploded superstition. He welcomes and encourages 
ingenious theories that strive to mitigate the Christian teaching on 
this terrible subject. But no theories, no wishes, no shrinkings of 
human nature from the awful truth can change that truth. Christ’s 
word stands against all comfortable fantasies of human invention. 
The result of these fancies is, not to alter the facts of hell and 
everlasting punishment, but to delude poor miserable souls into 
misbelief in hell till hell itself proves to them, too late, that Christ 
and His Holy Church told them, after all, the truth. 


Rejoice, my dearest Brethren, dear souls redeemed by the Blood 
of Jesus, that hell need never be for you. Rejoice that now, this 
instant, you may be forgiven all that you may ever have done to 
deserve the eternal fate of the finally impenitent. “If your sins be 
as scarlet,” says God to you by the mouth of His holy Prophet, 
“they shall be made white as snow; and if they be red as crimson, 
they shall be white as wool” (Isaiah, i, 18). Repent, confess, and 
you shall be forgiven all. But take care for the future that you 
do not risk your salvation again. Let nothing, nothing at all, stand 
with you against the necessity of loving and serving God. There is 
nothing in the world, nothing, however dear it may seem, however 
hard to part from, however apparently advantageous or necessary, 
for which it is worth while running the risk of hell. Christ has said 
so, in words we must never forget: “If thy hand scandalize thee, 
cut it off. It is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having 
two hands to go into hell, into unquenchable fire; where their worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not extinguished. And if thy foot scan- 
dalize thee, cut it off. It is better for thee to enter lame into life 
everlasting than having two feet, to be cast into the hell of un- 
quenchable fire; where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
extinguished. And if thy eye scandalize thee, pluck it out. It is 
better for thee with one eye to enter into the Kingdom of God, 
than having two eyes to be cast into the hell of fire; where their 
worm dieth not and the fire is not extinguished” (St. Mark, ix, 
42,47). Yes, better, better far, to lose all here and gain all there; 
better, far, to deny yourselves here and to be denied nothing there; - 
better far to suffer something here than to be overwhelmed with 
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a sea of suffering there; better far to renounce an evil friend, a 
lover that tempts, an ambition that threatens to seduce you from 
God, a career that cannot be reconciled with right; better far to 
give these up than to share hell-fire with that false friend, to hear 
forever and ever the curses and reproaches of that lover, to find 
that your ambition has made you the scorn of devils and your 
brilliant career has ended in the final failure that never can be 
made good. Ah! if hell were not as terrible as it is,.if it were 
not beyond all imagining most dreadful, would Christ, the Innocent 
One, have needed to suffer as He did? Learn from the Cross what 
hell must be; see the extremity of pain and grief that God’s Only 
Begotten Son endured to save you from it; and seeing, hasten by 
true sorrow and by sincere confession to cleanse your souls in the 
Blood of Jesus that alone can put out the flames of hell which sin, 
perchance, has already lit up within you; for, dear Brethren, believe 
me, sin is the fuel of she fires of hell, and a state of mortal sin is 
hell begun on earth. 
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V. HEAVEN 


“It is written: That eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered 
into the heart of man, what things God hath brepared for them that love Him. 
But to us God hath revealed them by His Spirit.”—1 Cor., ii, 9, 10. 


SYNOPSIS.—1. PowERLESSNESS OF THE Wor-Lp To SatisFy Us.—The world 
cannot satisfy us, because we were made for something better. We have 
desires that nothing on earth can fulfil. Most men do not know what 
they want: the Saints do. It is God. 


2, NATURE AND RELiIGiIon Leapinc Us to Gov.—We have all of us two 
things that can lead us to God: one natural, the other supernatural; they 
are (1) = innate desire for the Good, the Beautiful and the True; (2) 
our Faith. 


3. THE EsseNTIAL Buiiss oF HEAvEN.—Heaven is the possession and 
sight of God; of the everlasting Truth, the perfect, all-satisfying Beauty, 
the infinite Good. 


4, Tue Beatiric Vision.—God the source of the happiness of Heaven. 
By the Beatific Vision we shall know Him; and in Him all else that He 
wills us to know. Those whom we have loved on earth will know and 
love us in God in Heaven. 


5. THe Appep Joys or HeAveN.—In Heaven there are accessory joys 
without number; all irradiated by the light of God’s love. All these joys 
for ever, secure, with untroubled peace and repose. The company of 
Heaven. 


6. THE New JERUSALEM.—Heaven is a place, as well as a state of the 
soul. It will be the home of our risen bodies; as tt is now the home of 
Jesus and Mary in the flesh. 


I. POWERLESSNESS OF THE WoRLD To SATISFY Us 


Human life at its best, dear Brethren in Jesus Christ, is an un- 
satisfying thing. The reason is, that we are made for something 
incomparably better. That is why life never satisfies. That is why, 
whatever we attain, we always want more. That is why we are 
conscious of desires and yearnings that nothing on earth fulfills. 
Often we do not know quite what it is we want; our aspirations 
are only dimly perceived even by ourselves, and we do not stay 
to examine them or to find out what they mean and whither they 
would lead us. That is the case with the majority of mankind. 
But there is one class of people who do know what they want; 
who realize to what object their desires and yearnings and aspirations 
tend. They are the Saints and truly holy; and they want God, and 
they know that they want God, and that nothing will ever satisfy 
them or can satisfy them but God. They are the happiest people 
on earth, and yet the most divinely discontented. They are the 
happiest, because already they possess Him for whom their souls 
long with all the energy of love. They possess Him by love; by 
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divine charity. But they do not possess Him as they desire. They 
long for closer union, for fuller knowledge, for unrestricted inter- 
course, for uninterrupted communion, for unveiled vision. What 
they have is more to them than all the world; what they have not 
yet is the source of their holy discontent, their constant longing, their 
yet unsatisfied desire. Therefore it is that they are divinely dis- 
contented. Though, in their love of God they are the happiest, yet, 
because of their happiness even here on earth in loving God as 
they do, they are the least in love with this world. To them, of 
all who live in it, the world gives the least joy and consolation, 
What joy or consolation they do draw from worldly things and 
worldly events is not due to anything that the world itself offers, 
but to the fact that they see God in everything; so that, from first 
to last their joy and comfort is in God alone. And when God 
has drawn near to them, as He does to the Saints, and has entered 
into sweet and secret communion with them in mystic prayer, has 
made them to feel something of what He really is, has made them 
sensible of the raptures of love divine, these things are to them a 
foretaste of Heaven itself, and earth henceforth to them is indeed 
a place of exile. The more they know thus of God the more they 
long for that full possession of Him which cannot be on earth; the 
more unsatisfying they find the life of earth, the more they despise 
and reject all things that earth can give them. 





II. NATURE AND RELIGION LEADING Us To Gop 





We are not all saints; we have not had wonderful and mystical 
experiences of the touch of God upon the soul. But we have, all 
of us, what can lead us to God, and make us share, in our degree, 
in the divine discontent, the happy discontent of the Saints with 
things on earth. We have two things; one natural, the other super- 
natural, and both from God. As the Author of Nature God has 
made the soul of man such that it has an innate and fixed desire 
for the Good, the Beautiful and the True; nay more, for the per- 
fectly Good, the perfectly Beautiful, the absolutely True. In many, 
alas, sin and sensuality, or the cares of life, have stifled these 
desires. But they are not dead. They can be reawakened. They 
crop up in unexpected places. The very worst of men, on occasion, 
will show a capability of appreciating what is true or beautiful or 
good. An appeal can often be found to the hearts of the most 
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ignorant, the most worldly, the most degraded ; and it is always the 
appeal of the good, the beautiful, or the true. In other words, it 
is the appeal of God; for all on earth or in Heaven that is good 
‘and true and beautiful is the reflection of Him who is supreme and 
perfect, eternal and infinite Truth and Beauty and Goodness. This, 
then, we have from that nature which God has given us, the desire 
of goodness and beauty and truth. Then we have, thank God, the 
supernatural gift of Faith, giving us a new knowledge of God and 
divine things, leading us, if we follow its teachings and carry out 
its precepts, to the fulfilment of our good desires. Religion, of 
which Faith is the beginning and the foundation, takes hold of 
the natural aspirations to good that we already have, supernaturalizes 
them, takes them out of the vague, directs them to their true goal, 
to the God who implanted them in us and Who means them to 
draw us to Himself. People ask, why is life so unsatisfying? Why 
is there so much of failure, disappointment, apparently unsuccessful 
effort in the greatest and noblest lives; why does accomplishment 
fall so short of possibilities, why is the happiest and most successful 
life so incomplete? The answer is that life must be incomplete with- 
out its completion; must be a disappointment without its fulfill- 
ment; must be short of full success till it has reached its purpose ; 
and the completion, the fulfillment, the purpose of human life is 
God and nothing less than God. When, after the first storm of 
bitter grief is over, we can think and speak calmly of those young 
heroes, our country’s dearest and best, the very flower of the na- 
tion’s youth, who have gone forth and given their lives in the great 
world-crusade against the evil of injustice and cruelty and oppres- 
sion, against the falsehood that might makes right, against a so- 
called culture that has no beauty but is all deformity, we do not 
regret them nor their sacrifice. We sorrow, but we are content for 
them; for we know that they fought and died for goodness and 
truth, and for the true beauty of life that is only where truth is and 
where goodness is. We know, in other words, that they fought on 
the side of God, Supreme Goodness and Beauty and Truth, and we 
trust that by their sufferings and sacrifice they have come to God. 
And therefore, though they have been cut off in the flower of their 
age, we look upon their young lives as crowned and complete; as 
every life, long or short, is crowned and complete if it reach God. 
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III. THe EssentTIAL Buiss oF HEAVEN 


This, then, dear Brethren, is Heaven: the possession and sight of 
God. This is the goal of life, the purpose and the fulfilment of 
Creation. God; the Vision of God; the eternal love of God. God, 
the everlasting Truth, all Truth: the perfect, all-satisfying Beauty, 
the infinite unlimited Good. Think of all dear ones whom you have 
loved, of all the sweetness and nobleness and charm that drew you 
to them. Think of all natural affections of father and mother, sis- 
ters and brothers, of all strong and pure affection of lovers; think 
of all that is high and noble and good that you have known in the 
very best of mankind whom you have met with, or that have moved 
you to admiration in history or romance; think of all beauty of 
nature or art that you have enjoyed, the rapture of music, the en- 
thralment of poetry, the inspiration of natural scenery ; think of the 
realms of knowledge that men have explored, the vaster realms that 
still lie before them, so vast that what is known is but the edge of 
the ocean of the unknown. All this is but a faint irradiation of the 
perfection, the sweetness, the beauty, the rapture, the knowledge 
that we shall enjoy in God. Above all, the deepest, strongest, most 
tender and faithful human love, even the love that defies death itself 
and pursues the loved one beyond the grave, is but a far-off likeness 
of the eternal-love of God, whom in Heaven we shall love without 
hindrance, without imperfection, without bounds, and whose love of 
us will be the delight and rapture of our lives, and will make us 
praise and thank Him every moment that He made us to enjoy it, 
that He has given us to see and to know what He is and what His 
love. That love will throw its sunshine over every other joy of 
Heaven, enhancing all, glorifying all, imparting to all the beauties 
of our glorious home an added power to enrapture and delight. : 


IV. Tue BEATIFIC VISION 


God, then, is the source of the happiness of Heaven. By the 
Beatific Vision we shall know Him as He is. In Him we shall know 
all things else that He wills us to know; and that knowledge of 
things in Him is to our present knowledge as noontide light is to 
midnight darkness. Knowing God as He is we shall love Him with 
a love which that knowledge will awaken in us. Ah! if we can love 
Him now so much by thinking of what He has revealed to us of 
Himself, what will be the love that the very sight of Him will kindle 
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inus! If the Saints have fainted away with love of God’s mystic 
touch upon the soul, though they saw Him not, but felt Him only, 
what will be our rapturous love when, wrapt in His embrace, we 
gaze upon Him as He is! This it is, this knowledge and this love, 
this loving communion of heart, this intimacy of lovers that will be 
between us and God, this it is that makes Heaven in the soul; so 
that, if we should travel to the utmost confines of the new heaven 
and the new earth that God will make, we shall take our Heaven 
with us. So the holy Angels visiting earth to minister to the chil- 
dren of men, or to watch in adoration before the Tabernacle where 
Jesus dwells in the Blessed Sacrament, do not leave their Heaven 
behind them; for, wherever they are, they have the heavenly knowl- 
edge, the heavenly sight and heavenly love of God. And for our 
consolation now let me add this, that those who have gone before 
us, who are in Heaven, who see God, see in God all that it concerns 
them to know. And it concerns them to know about us whom they 
have left still struggling upon earth. They do know about us; they 
are still interested in us; their love has not lessened, but has im- 
measurably increased. Their love of God makes them love us more; 
makes their love more true, more deep, more wise than it could be 
on earth. They know now what are our true interests; their values 
of things are revised in the light of the Eternal Truth; we have not 
lost by their going, but immensely gained; and their prayers go up 
hourly before the throne of God for our true, our eternal welfare. 


V. THe Appep Joys or HEAVEN 


To this essential bliss of Heaven are added, if we may speak of 
addition to that all-satisfying happiness, innumerable accessory joys, 
joys without number, and all, as I said, irradiated by the light of 
God’s love. We shall know the secrets of creation, and the mysteries 
of faith. We shall wonder and adore at the marvels of nature, and 
still more shall we wonder, and still more deeply adore at the mar- 
vels of the workings of grace. There is no reason for supposing 
that our faculties will not act in the life to come according to their 
nature ; ennobled, indeed, and carried to the highest grade of perfect 
ficiency. So we may confidently say that our knowledge of the 
realms of grace and of nature will be progressive ; that we shall have 
the joy of constant acquisition of new knowledge; that wonder after 
wonder, and beauty after beauty will unfold themselves to our de- 
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lighted vision. In God, indeed, we shall have an inexhaustible 
source of bliss, “ever wishing and ever longing to love, and at the 
same time ever sated and ever blissful with love.” But in God’s 
works, too, will be for us a source of ever new delights; and all we 
see of those works, works of nature and works of grace, will make 
us love and praise Him more and more; for then we shall see per- 
fectly how He is imaged in them all, how all of them are full of His 
goodness and beauty and truth and power. 

And all this will be for ever ; without fear of losing our happiness, 
without intermission, without fear of change; in perfect security, 
perfect serenity, untroubled peace and repose of mind. “Let thy 
mind conceive,” says a holy writer (“The Imitation of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus,” by Father Arnold, S.J., Book I, p. 108), “if pos- 
sible, how beautiful, how wonderful, how delightful all things are 
there; how rapturous to behold the glory and exquisite adornment 
of the heavens, to be present among the choirs of the Angels, to 
exult unceasingly with the Saints, to contemplate and love the most 


blessed Virgin, the glorious Queen of the heavenly Kingdom, and 
in return to attract her sweet looks and enjoy her love. What happy 
dwellings, what pleasant companionship, what delicious beatitude! 
And all to endure for ever and ever.” 


VI. THe New JERUSALEM 


Would, dear Brethren, that we had more faith! Would that the 
reality and nearness of Heaven and its joys come closer home to 
our minds. Would that we lived in daily expectation of that happy 
place. For Heaven is a place; a real place, as well as a state of the 
soul. It will be the home of our bodies as well as of our souls. 
There is all that can please and delight the eye and the ear, and all 
the senses, as well as the supreme delights of the soul and mind. 
Heaven is not a shadowy abode of spirits, a dwelling place of at- 
tenuated shades. It is the place where Jesus Christ now reigns in 
the body, and His Holy Mother in the body dwells with Him. The 
looks of love that they give each other will one day range over the 
hosts of the blessed risen in their bodies from the grave; the sweet 
words that they exchange will be heard by the bodily ears of those 
who shall be glorified with Him in the flesh. True, the spiritual 
joys, the spiritual intercourse with God, the spiritual love in Heaven 
are greater than all those joys of sense. But it helps us and it et 
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courages us to think, too, of the visible and palpable things that will 
delight us in that beautiful Home that God has ready for us after 
the great day of Judgment; that glorious City, the New Jerusalem, 
which the Apostle St. John saw in vision and has described for us; 
that City of which “the building of the wall thereof,” he tells us, 
“was of jasper stone; and the city itself pure gold, like to clear 
glass. And the foundations of the wall of the city were adorned 
with all manner of precious stones. . .. And the twelve gates are 
twelve pearls, one to each: and every several gate was of one several 
pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, as it were trans- 
parent glass. And I saw no temple therein, for the Lord God Al- 
mighty is the temple thereof, and the Lamb. And the city hath no 
need of the sun, nor of the moon, to shine in it. For the glory of 
God hath enlightened it, and the Lamb is the lamp thereof... . And 
the gates thereof shall not be shut by day, for there shall be no night 
there” (Apoc., xxi, 18-25). 

Truly, “eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor hath it entered ‘into 
the heart of man, what things God hath prepared for them who love 


Him”; but “to us God hath revealed them by His Spirit”; hath re- 
vealed, not indeed all, for we could not bear the glory of it now, 
but hath revealed so much as will set our hearts on fire with desire 
if we think upon it; will fill our souls with a blest and glorious 
hope—the sure hope of coming one day to that blessed abode of 
peace, our Home, our inheritance, our right, because we are the 
children of our Father who dwells therein. 
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VI. OUR HOPE OF HEAVEN 





“The promise of eternal inheritance.”—Heb., ix, 15. 


SYNOPSIS.—\. Heaven Our INHERITANCE.—I/f a bright prospect can make 
us happy, good Catholics ought to be the happiest of men. 

2. THE Joy oF ANTICIPATION.—The conditions are not hard; with the 
helps we have in the Church they are easy. 

3. EASINESS AND SECURITY OF SALVATION IN THE CHURCH.—Catholics 
have a grand security of salvation, resting on God’s promises and the 
fact that He has made the Catholic religion the path to Heaven. This is 
not the heretical doctrine of “Assurance of Salvation.” But Catholics 
can have, if they use the means of grace, a high security and a practical 
certainty of salvation. 

4. CuristTiAN OptiMisM—We ought to dwell more on our glorious 
hope of salvation. It would brighten our lives. We can lose Heaven; 
therefore we must sometimes think of Hell. 

















I. HEAVEN Our PROMISED INHERITANCE 


Every good Catholic, dear Brethren in Jesus Christ, ought to be 
an optimist. Ifa bright prospect in the near future of a happy life, 
with all that the heart can desire of riches, well-being, peace, secur- 
ity, love and dear friendship, freedom from trouble and anxiety— 
if such a prospect, I say, can make a man happy by its very antici- 
pation, then a good Catholic ought to be among the happiest of men. 

Imagine a respectable family in straitened circumstances; there 
are many such. Think of that family hard put to it to keep up a 
good appearance, yet, with admirable self-respect, determined not 
to sink down, if any efforts can save them from sinking down, into 
the “submerged tenth.” Think of the hard toil of the father work- 
ing many hours a day, and extra hours in the day, at his ill-paid 
task to gain a livelihood for his dear ones. Think of the mother, 
care-worn and weary, managing, economizing, thinking and plan- 
ning to make ends meet, to make everything, food, clothes, and all 
the necessaries of a decent life go as far as possible. Think of the 
children, kept at school as long as may be, but obliged full early to 
begin to earn; educated, not too wisely, perhaps, but with an am- 
bition that we can understand, in order to take up some occupation 
of a “genteel” description. Only those who have to do it can 
realize fully the wearing anxiety of that kind of poverty, the pov- 
erty that struggles to be hidden, and to present an outward appear- 
ance of prosperity to the world. Now imagine that one day news 
comes to these poor people that an inheritance has been left to them, 
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subject to conditions that will allow them to enter into it in the space 
of twelve months. What a blessed relief this news brings; what a 
joad of care and worry is lifted from their hearts. How cheerfully 
and happily they face the remaining months of toil and struggle. Or 
let us suppose that they borrow upon the security of their coming 
inheritance for the relief of their immediate and most pressing 
needs. This, too, will serve for the purpose of my illustration. 

We Catholics, dear Brethren, in regard to our eternal prospects, 
are in the same happy case as that family in regard to their tem- 
poral prospects. For we have received “the promise of eternal in- 
heritance” (Heb., ix, 15), the inheritance of eternal goods; nothing 
less than the inheritance of our Father’s Home, our Father’s wealth, 
our Father’s love and friendship, the riches of the everlasting King- 
dom of God. That inheritance is ours by right. Our title to it is in- 
defeasible, it cannot be upset. Nothing can deprive us of it but our 
own wilful refusal and renunciation. Our right to it is ours by 
birth and by Redemption; by birth, because it was for Heaven that 
God made us; by Redemption, because when our glorious heritage 


had been forfeited by sin, God’s own Son, our Brother, won it back 
for all His human family. 


IJ. THe Joy or ANTICIPATION 


It is true that conditions are laid down with which we must 
comply ; but the conditions are not hard, much less are they impos- 
sible. Indeed, with the helps we have, with the abundant and super- 
abundant means of salvation that we have in the Holy Catholic 
Religion, the fulfilment of those conditions, if we use those means, 
is even easy. We can even borrow now on the security of our 
future riches. We can claim graces, helps, favors from God. We 
can lay up now, in virtue of our rights as inheritors of Heaven, 
great stores of merits that will enhance the glory of our future king- 
dom, that will place us in our heavenly home not merely as paupers 
enriched without effort, but as those who have done their part in 
earning their reward,and who contribute of their own earnings to the 
general wealth. For “then shall the just shine as the sun in the king- 
dom of their Father,” and their merits and their glory and their hap- 
piness shall be for the happiness and the glory of all. Brethren, this is 
the prospect before us; this is the future in store for us; that glorious 
Heaven with all its bliss and varied joys of which I spoke to you 
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last week. This, by virtue of our membership of God’s family and 
household, the Catholic Church, is our inalienable right. The news 
of our inheritance has been brought to us from Heaven itself, and 
has been announced by the lips of Jesus, the Son of God, the Gospel, 
the Evangel, the Good News, the blessed message of Salvation, 
Ought we not to be happy? Ought we not to be optimistic? I said 
all good Catholics ought to be happy. I did not say enough. I will 
correct what I said; I will say all men ought to rejoice in this good 
news, for it is for all. I am not going too far. Listen to the words 
of a great Saint and Pope, St. Leo the Great, in a Christmas sermon: 


“Our Blessed Saviour is born this day; let us rejoice. For it is 
not right that sadness should have any place where is the birth of 
Life, which, destroying the fear of mortality, engenders in us the 
joy of eternal life promised to us. No one is excluded from a share 
in this joy. The reason for joy is universal and common to all; for 
Our Lord, destroyer of sin and death, as He found none free from 
guilt, so has come to free us all. Let him who is holy rejoice, for he 
draws near to his reward; let the sinner rejoice, for he is invited to 
pardon; let the Gentile rejoice, for he is called to life.” Yes; there 
is none excluded from the hope of salvation. Yet Catholics, and 
above all good and faithful Catholics, have reason to rejoice most 
is of all; have reason above all others for a holy optimism; can face 
} more bravely, more happily, more cheerfully than any others the 

time of waiting, the short time, the “little while” our Lord speaks of, 
that must elapse before we enter into full possession of the inheri- 
tance that is ours. 



























III. THe Easiness AND SECURITY OF SALVATION IN THE CHURCH 










For, dear Brethren, as Catholics we have a grand security of sal- 
vation, of attaining the reward of our faithfulness and patience, of 
the trials and anxieties and temptations, the toils and conflicts that 
we have to go through. We know this as an indisputable truth, 
that a good and faithful Catholic must be saved. God has promised, 
He has given to us “the promise of eternal inheritance”; He has 
appointed the Catholic Religion as the way of salvation; it is the 
path to Heaven that He has Himself laid down. We have but to 
walk in it and we shall reach the place to which it leads; only by 
wilfully straying from that path and refusing to return to it can we 
miss the goal. Thank God for the Catholic security of salvation. 
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I say the Catholic security of salvation, because there is a non- 
Catholic heretical doctrine of assurance of salvation that is con- 
demned by the Church. It is the doctrine that we can and ought to 
have the full assurance that we are now saved; that our salvation is 
now sure and put beyond all doubt; that nothing we may do in the 
future can alter it, that in a word we are saved; not only that we 
can have a grand hope and full confidence of our eventual salvation, 
but that we can and ought to be as certain now of eternal life as if 
we stood already within the golden gates. This false assurance is 
put forth by false teachers as being precisely the way in which we 
are to be saved; they miscall it by the name of saving faith. It is 
their act of faith, and all-sufficient, in their Theology, to gain what 
it professes. “Be sure that you are saved,” they say, “and you are 
saved.” It is not my purpose here to give you the arguments by 
which this false doctrine is proved to be contrary to God’s holy 
word. I have mentioned it only to bring out what I have spoken of 
as the Catholic security of salvation. For security, high security, 


we certainly can have in the Catholic Church; a practical certainty 
of our salvation may be ours if we go the right way to get it. We 
avoid the use of the term “assurance,” because, like many other ex- 
pressions that might otherwise be used in an orthodox sense, this 
one has been spoilt and rendered suspect by an heretical interpre- 
tation. 


Some who have noticed the similitude I made use of, that of a 
poor family receiving news of a great inheritance, may have felt in 
their minds an objection on this very point of security. Your re- 
spectable poor family, they might say, are quite sure of their in- 
heritance ; apart from something like the end of the world, or some 
cataclysm of nature, or a sudden war or revolution, that inheritance 
is as good as in their hands. Not so with our heavenly heritage. 
We may sin and lose it; we are so weak; we fall so often; some 
frightful temptation may come at our last moment. Brethren, if 
we were left to ourselves, salvation would indeed be not merely 
difficult, but impossible. Had we less helps, less graces, less abun- 
dant means of salvation than we have in the Catholic Church, we 
might say that salvation was a difficult thing to attain. But can we 
say so with things as they are? Can we say so in face of the un- 
limited generosity of God in the work He has done for our salvation 
in the Incarnation and Death of His own Divine Son, and in the 
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application to us in the Church, by a thousand wonderful inventions 
of His loving Wisdom, of the merits and satisfaction of Jesus? 
Prayer, which He has bound Himself to hear and answer, Sacra- 
ments, Holy Mass, the spoken word, the intercessions of the Most 
Holy Mother of God and of all the saints and angels, the constant 
outpouring of grace both by these means and apart from them. Is 
it hard for us to be saved with these helps? Is it rash, is it not 
reasonable to say that, with these helps, using these means, clinging 
to the Church which has these means at her disposal to dispense to 
us, we have a great and blessed security of salvation, and salvation 
is easy for us? Take one thing only, the holy Sacrament of Pen- 
ance. What a revelation it is of the unlimited mercy, untiring 
patience, and exhaustless love of God; of His determination to save 
us, of His divine understanding of our human frailty ; what a revela- 
tion it is of the value of the Precious Blood from which it derives! 
Pardon is there without restriction as to number, or heinousness, or 
frequent repetition of sins in the past; with only such conditions as 
are well within our power—sincere confession, sorrow that need not 
be perfect, good resolutions for the future that are within our capa- 
city. What human legislator, however merciful, however benevo- 
lent, however understanding of the weaknesses of human nature, 
however truly sympathetic and loving towards his kind, would ever 
have instituted such a code of legislation for offenders? God did, 
because God knows what we are. God did, because He is what He 
is, all love and mercy for the fallen; God did, because His Son paid 
the price of our offences with His Precious Blood. So, then, we 
may surely echo the words of one who wrote beautifully of the 
“Easiness of Salvation” for Catholics, children of the Church of 
Christ, when he says—I quote from Father Faber’s “Creator and 
the Creature”—that God has placed “around every step of life such 
a retinue of graces, such an attendance of angels, such an apparatus 
of Sacraments, that the self-will must be strong indeed which can 
break away from God and lose itself.” And again he writes: “To 
a believer salvation is easy, so easy in fact that to each individual 
soul in the Church the chances are greatly in favor of his salvation. 
This may not be true of him at any given moment, as when he has 
just relapsed into sin, or when he is enfeebled by a long wilful cap- 
tivity to sinful habits; but looking at his life as a whole, and con- 
sidering things in the long run, it is true that the chances are greatly 
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in favor of his salvation; and I have my misgivings that I am even 
thus understating his prospects of success. His life must be a life 
of efforts ; but the efforts are easy in themselves, easy in their auxil- 
jaries, easy in both the prospect of a future and the enjoyment of 
a present reward.” (See “The Creator and the Creature,” pp. 264, 
265. New Edition.) How true those last words are. To earn our 
eternal reward, God asks us to do what will make us here on earth 
happier and more contented than anything else in the whole world. 
And so Our Blessed Lord says: “Come to me, all you that labor and 
are burdened, and I will refresh you. Take up My yoke upon you, 
and learn of Me, because I am meek and humble of heart, and you 
shall find rest for your souls. For My yoke is sweet, and My burden 
light” (St. Matt., xi, 29, 30). And St. John says, “This is the char- 
ity of God, that we keep His commandments; and His command- 
ments are not heavy” (1 St. John, v, 3). 


IV. REASONS FOR CHRISTIAN OPTIMISM 


Why do we not think more of and dwell oftener upon this 
glorious, this so certain hope of salvation? What joy it would 
bring into our lives if we did; how it would brighten the path through 
life; a path so often dark and gloomy because we cast upon it the 
shadow of our own distrustfulness of God’s great love and de- 
termined desire to save us, 


Indeed we are weak; our hearts are corrupt; temptation is ever 
at hand; our enemies are powerful, crafty, and unrelenting; but 
Jesus is strong to save, to heal, to strengthen, and His holy grace 
isever ready. We sin; yes, alas! we sin, and we sin often; but the 
Apostle of love tells us “if any man sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the Just,” and again, “the blood of Jesus 
Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin,” and “if we confess our 
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all iniquity” (1 St. John, ii, 1, and i, 7,9). If we sin, we 
need not remain in sin; one act of true contrition, one act of sorrow 
for sin made from love of God, with the intention of confessing, 
and the Precious Blood washes away the stain for ever; one good 
confession, and all is forgiven. Indeed it will be our own fault if 
we lose Heaven with all the helps we have to get us there. We can 
lose heaven, we might go to hell; we can be so wickedly malicious, 
so careless, so slothful, so negligent, that we will not use the means 
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of salvation. We might be so wicked and careless as even to misuse 
them. If these things are true of any one here, then, indeed, there | 
is reason to fear for that person’s salvation. Therefore it is that 
we must needs meditate sometimes on God’s just judgments, and the 
dreadful punishments visited by His Justice upon those who are 
finally unrepentant. Therefore it is that Death, and Judgment, and 
hell, and purgatory must form the subject-matter, as they have this 
Lent for us, of serious consideration. But the religion of Jesus is 
not a religion of servile fear; but of love, and confidence, and joy, 
by which we honor God our Father and Christ our Saviour far more 
than by dread and fear and gloom. So I say again, think often of 
your great, your promised inheritance in Heaven, dwell upon its 
unspeakable joys, of which I spoke to you in my last discourse; 
think how they are yours by right, by birth and by Redemption; 
think how easily they are to be had—easily, that is, in view of the 
marvellous graces which God gives to all who ask, the marvellous 
aids and divine forces by which our weak nature is healed and forti- 
fied in the Holy Sacraments and other means of grace. Have sure 
confidence in the power of those helps and aids, in the love and the 
mercy of God your Father, in the merits and Blood of Jesus your 
Saviour, in the grace of the Holy Spirit. That confidence cannot be 
misplaced; God will fulfill His promises, and you shall not be dis- 
appointed of your hope. 

And, Brethren, is it not worth a little suffering, a little self-denial, 
a few struggles, a little patience, a little penance? Is it not worth 
the little, the very little in comparison with the reward that God 
demands? Indeed yes! It is worth much more than God will ever 
ask us to endure; and when we are safe at last we shall cry out with 
the Apostle that the sufferings of this present time, which will then 
be past time, were not worthy to be compared with the glory that 
shall then have come. 
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ROMAN DOCUMENTS FOR THE MONTH 


1. ENcycLicAL LETTER oF His HoLiness Pore BENEpIcT XV. 
On THE ARMISTICE 


The Holy Father addresses to the Catholic hierarchy a letter 
in which he exhorts all Catholics to give thanks to God for the 
cessation of hostilities in the world war, and beseeches them to 
pray that the representatives of the nations who are to form 
the peace congress may be guided by God in their difficult task, 
so that peace and harmony may speedily be established among 
the contending nations. The Encyclical is dated December 1, 
1918. (Acta Ap. Sedis, vol. X, page 473.) 


2, LetTER oF His HoLiNess TO THE CARDINAL SECRETARY 
OF STATE GASPARRI AFTER CONCLUSION OF THE ARMIS- 
TICE BETWEEN ITALY AND AUSTRIA 


His Holiness complains of the outrageous insinuations of the 
enemies of the Holy See in Italy as though the Pope was dis- 
pleased with the victorious outcome of Italy’s cause in the war. 
He says that he has repeatedly and publicly stated that he hopes 
the territorial controversies concerning the border provinces be- 
tween Austria and Italy would come to such a conclusion as to 
satisfy the just aspirations of the people of these territories. 
Inasmuch as the only purpose of the Church is the sanctification 
of souls, it is a matter indifferent to the Church what form of 
government her children live under, or whether they belong to 
this or that power, provided justice is done to the people. The 
Holy Father believes that if the true principles by which the 

537 













538 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY =. 









Pope and the Church are guided were more generally under- 
stood, there would be less of this nonsensical agitation against 
the Church. (Acta Ap. Sedis, vol. X, page 479.) 






3. DECREE CONCERNING THE CLERGY, SEMINARIANS AND Rg- 
LIGIOUS BROTHERS RETURNING FROM MILITARY SERVICE 






It may be noted that the following has reference only to those 
men who were forced to serve in the army by the iniquitous 
civil laws of countries that do not respect the right and the re- 
quest of the Church to spare from such service men consecrated 
to God’s service. 














1. All local Ordinaries and Ordinaries of religious are 
granted faculties to dispense from irregularity of bodily defect 
priests injured during the war, as long as it is certain that they 
can without the assistance of another perform with due respect 
all the necessary rites prescribed in the celebration of Holy 
Mass. The episcopal master of ceremonies is to be consulted. 








In more serious cases and in cases of doubt as to their ability 
to perform the sacred rites properly, and in cases of clerics not 
yet ordained priests, the Holy See is to be consulted. 








The bishops and superiors of religious are granted power to 
dispense, at least ad cautelam, priests and clerics and semina- 
rians who were forced to take up arms and have killed or 
wounded others. 







Clerics in sacred orders who, though not forced by the civil 
law, freely joined the army to fight, as well as those who actu- 
ally did fight, must have recourse to the Holy See for a dispen- 
sation. 







2. The bishops in whose dioceses clerics and seminarians of 
other dioceses stayed during the war are to give to the propet 
bishops of these men full information concerning their conduct. 







3. Secular as well as religious priests returning from the 
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army are bound to present themselves within ten days to their 
Ordinaries with testimonials of the military bishop, or at least 
of the military chaplain of their regiment or military post, and 
exhibit also other documents concerning their conduct. They 
are bound to answer truthfully the questions of their Ordinary 
concerning the public manner of their lives in the army, the 
work which they did, the places where they stayed. If they do 
not present themselves within ten days after their discharge 
from service, they are ipso facto suspended a divinis. 


These priests are to make a retreat according to the manner 
specified by their Ordinaries, and the Ordinaries are advised to 
have a regular retreat preached to them in some place where a 
good number of them can make the exercises together. The 
retreat must last at least eight days, but in case of those whose 
conduct has not been blameless the Ordinary may determine a 
longer retreat and other spiritual remedies. 


The Ordinaries are to judge whether after the retreat the 
priests are immediately to be put into their former positions or 
are to prepare themselves for a longer period for the reassump- 
tion of their priestly duties. 


The local Ordinaries receive the faculty for five years, if 
there is want of sufficient priests, to give two or more parishes 
to one priest and to transfer pastors from their parishes to other 
more centrally located parishes so that they may take care of 
several, if necessary. 


4. Concerning alumni of seminaries: If they wish to return 
to the seminary they must present themselves within ten days 
to their Ordinaries. The Ordinaries shall gather information 
in the manner prescribed above. If it becomes evident that they 
have not conducted themselves properly, the bishop shall with 
the advice of the spiritual directors of the seminary and the 
president refuse to admit them. If their conduct has been sat- 
isfactory, the bishop with the advice of the same men shall re- 
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admit them under the following conditions: (1) They shall 
make a retreat for at least eight days, (2) they may be kept, if 
necessary, separate from the other seminarians for a length of 
time to be determined by the bishop, (3) they shall resume their 
studies where they left off and complete their course of studies 
in its entirety, (4) they shall not be admitted to major orders 
until they have been tried for several months. 


5. Novices and Religious Clerics who return from military 
service shall be dealt with in the same manner as the semina- 
rians. The transition of religious to the secular clergy and their 
admission into seminaries is forbidden according to the rules of 
the common law. 





6. Lay Brothers of religious communities: (1) They shall 
be subjected to thorough examination as to their conduct dur- 
ing the military service and if this has been satisfactory, they 
shall, after having made a retreat of at least eight days, be re- 
ceived again, (2) if their conduct has not been satisfactory, they 
shall be dismissed and their simple vows, not excluding the per- 
petual vow of chastity, are ipso facto dissolved. If they have 
solemn vows, the matter shall be referred to the S. Congrega- 
tion of the Religious, and in the meantime they are to stay with 
their relations, or also in the monastery, but separate from the 
community. 


7. Clerics in major orders and religious who have fallen into 
very grave crimes are to be dealt with as the Code Rules in Book 
V. If they have apostatized from their vows or from the faith, 
the Ordinaries should try to win them back or at least to do 
whatever they can that their bad example may not be a source 
of ruin and scandal to others. In the reports to the Holy See 
on the state of the diocese or of the religious province, the 
bishops and provincials shall plainly indicate whether and how 
many apostates there are. (S. Consistorial Congregation, Oct. 
25, 1918; Acta Ap. Sedis, vol. X, page 481.) 
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4. REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE DIOCESE 


The S. Consistorial Congregation, in Acta Ap. Sedis, Decem- 
ber number, 1918, gives detailed instruction as to how the report 
on the state of the diocese is to be made every five years by the 
bishops. (Acta Ap. Sedis, vol. X, page 407 seq.) 


Fr. STANISLAUS Woywop, O.F.M. 








RECENT STUDIES ON THE NEW CODE 


PRINCIPLES OF ECCLESIASTICAL LAW— (Continued) 


How Far DoustFruL LAws BINpD 


All laws, even those that invalidate an action or inhabilitate 
persons to act validly, cease to oblige when there is a dubium 
juris concerning the law. In a dubium facti the Ordinary can 
dispense, provided there is question about laws in which the 
Roman Pontiff usually dispenses. 

It may not be always easy to distinguish between a dubinm 
juris and a dubium facti. A general rule can be given by say- 
ing that in a dubiwm juris the doubt is whether such an action 
falls under the law, whether one can act validly in the face of a 
certain law, whether this or that action conforms to law. In all 
these cases the law is known to exist, but its application to a cer- 
tain action is doubtful. It is a question of interpretation of law 
in a given case where both the law and the fact are certain, but 
the question is whether the law applies to the case. Ina dubiwm 
facti the law is certain, but the fact or case to which the law is 
to be applied is not certain, for instance, whether a couple is 
related in the forbidden degrees of blood relationship, whether 
a man has or has not certain disabilities that make him irreg- 
ular. Authors, however, admit that often it is quite impossible 
to say whether in a given case the doubt should be called a 
dubium juris or a dubium facti, as for instance in the case of 
the doubtful irregularity which, if viewed from another angle, 
may be taken as a dubium juris. 

It is difficult to see why in a dubium facti a dispensation is 
required, for if probabilism, still defended by a large number of 
theologians, is really true, there should be no obligation, if the 
fact that would bring a person under a given law is not certain. 


Possibly complications are to be avoided by applying for a dis- 
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pensation in doubtful cases of fact, for if it should later on de- 
velop that the fact was certain, acts against invalidating laws 


















would be invalid and complicate matters greatly. For this rea- F 
d) son moralists generally do not admit the use of probabilism ex- q 
cept in cases where there is question only of the licitness of ac- 
tions and not where there is question of validity or invalidity. The : 
* invalidating laws have this peculiar force that they make an ; 
* action invalid whether done in good or bad faith against the { 
ig invalidating law. 
_ In a dubium juris the Code state that there is no obligation f 
wes and the old axiom holds “lex dubia lex nulla.” If it is a dubium : ‘ 
ays facti, the Ordinary can grant a dispensation, provided there is : 
ion question of those laws in which the Holy See usually dispenses. % 
te The Code, therefore, treats the dubium juris much more favor- 
all ably than a dubium facti. i 
cer- A doubt whether there is or is not a law forbidding or com- i 
law manding a certain action can hardly be called a dubium, but 4 
but should rather be called ignorance. The same applies in cases i 
ium where a person does not know whether a certain day is a fast- i 
w is day, whether the rubrics allow or do not allow a certain Mass ‘ 
le is on this day, etc., which are cases of ignorance rather than of fi 
ther doubt, provided there is in itself no uncertainty of the existence i 
Teg: and meaning of the law. Elbel says that the dubium facti ex- % 
sible ists when one has a doubt concerning some fact, for instance, 
oda whether one has said the Divine office, whether one consented i 
e of to sin in a temptation, whether one has confessed a sin he com- 
ngle, mitted, whether an infant has been baptized. A dubium juris, I 
when one has doubts concerning the law or its obligation, or the 
yn is faculty to perform an action, or concerning the validity of an 
or of action performed as for instance the validity of the religious 
f the profession, etc. (Cf. Canon 15). 
‘tain. 
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How Far IGNORANCE Excuses FROM THE OBLIGATION 
or Laws 


The Code repeats a principle long recognized in common law, 
viz.: that no ignorance, however guiltless, excuses from the 
effects of invalidating laws or from laws which incapacitate a 
person to act validly, unless the Code should explicitly make 
in some law allowance for ignorance. 


Whenever, therefore, the law states that this or that act is 
invalid unless done under the prescribed conditions, the act will 
be invalid though the person did not know of the prescribed con- 
ditions and is not morally responsible for his ignorance. Thus, 
for example, in the question of the marriage contract, the mar- 
riage will be invalid if the parties are prevented from contract- 
ing validly on account of a diriment impediment, though neither 
party knew of the existence of the impediment and acted in good 
faith. The same principle holds in all invalidating laws, unless 
the law itself makes an explicit exception. 


It appears, therefore, that invalidating and inhabilitating laws 
are the most severe of all laws, for in the violation of other 
laws when done through inculpable ignorance, the Code makes 
liberal allowance. Thus, for instance, Canon 2202 rules that 
the violation of a law is not imputed to the person if he breaks 
the law through inculpable ignorance, inadvertence, or error. 
If a person knew that the action was forbidden, the same Canon 
rules, but he did not know the penalty of the law, he is ac- 
countable for the violation, but his guilt is somewhat lessened. 
If his action was grievously sinful, he is not free from the pen- 
alty (cf. Canon 2218, § 2), and Canon 2229 further specifies 
the case of ignorance as follows: (1) Affected ignorance, either 
of the law or of the penalty only, does not in any way excuse 
from incurring the penalties of the law, even those incurred 1pso 
facto. We may note here that moralists and canonists alike de- 
fine affected ignorance as a state of mind, or rather of the will, 
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so disposed that the person does not want to know the law, 
though he could know it without any effort, in order to be free 
to follow his own caprice. It amounts to a silent contempt of 
the law. It is, therefore, only proper that the law should not 
make any allowance for this kind of ignorance. 


If the law inflicts a penalty only on him who breaks the law 
with perfect knowledge and deliberation (“qui pracsumpserit, 
ausus fuerit, scienter, studiose, temerarie, consulto egerit’), all 
circumstances that diminish the amount of guilt, such as partial 
ignorance, or motives influencing the freedom of his will, e. g., 
fear, excitement, etc., do also excuse from the penalty of the 
law though the action may be mortally sinful. 

In all other laws not having the above clauses ignorance of 
the law or of the penalty only will not excuse from incurring 
ipso facto penalties, if such ignorance is crassa vel supina, by 
which terms is meant such culpable ignorance that no effort, or 
hardly any, has been made to know the law. 

If the ignorance is not crassa vel supina, it excuses from ipso 
facto censures (poenae medicinales), but it does not excuse from 
_ ipso facto positive penalties (poenae vindicativac). 

The plea of ignorance or error is not presumed in Canon Law 
in the following cases: If a person is brought to the ecclesias- 
tical court for an offence, the law presumes that the person did 
know the law which he broke and he who pleads ignorance must 
prove that he acted in good faith. Furthermore, ignorance con- 
cerning one’s own action is not presumed, for the court takes it 
for granted that a person knew what he was doing, wherefore 


the one pleading absence of evil intention, error, temporary 
insanity, etc., must prove these mitigating circumstances. Like- 
Wise ignorance concerning the notorious action of another per- 
son is not admitted, for the very fact that the action of that 
petson is altogether public gives the court the right to presume 
that persons who were present in the place where the offence 
was committed knew of it. On the other hand, if the action of 
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another person is not notorious the law presumes that others 
did not know of it until it is proved that they did have know]- 
edge of it (Cf. Canon 16). 
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INTERPRETATION OF LAWS 










# There are two kinds of interpretation of law, one is called 
y) authentic or authoritative, and this is the interpretation fur- 
nished either by the ecclesiastical authority in the form of a 
law or an official declaration, or by the ecclesiastical judge in the 
é form of a sentence. Canon 17 deals with this first kind of in- 
terpretation. The second kind is the private interpretation of 
law, for which the Code gives certain rules in Canons 18-21. 

The right to interpret laws authoritatively rests with the very 
authority who passed the law, or with his successor in office, 
or with the persons delegated by the legislator or his successor, 
If the authentic interpretation of a law is issued in the form of 
law, it has the same force as the law itself. 

If the authentic interpretation explains the meaning of par- 
ticular terms of the law, the meaning of the law itself being cer- 
tain, the interpretation is not considered a new law, but it is 
held to have been implicitly contained in the law, wherefore 
there is no need of a new promulgation of such decisions, and 
they have retrospective effect concerning all pertinent actions 
done since the promulgation of the original law. If the authen- 
tic interpretation either extends or restricts the former law, or 
if it defines the meaning of a doubtful law, such official declara- 
tions are considered amendments to the law and are new laws 
which need a new promulgation and do not affect past actions. 
Practically it will be difficult to know in a particular case whether 
decisions on the law, e. g., such as the Committee of the Inter- 
pretation of the Code issues, are merely declarations or amend- 
ments, though as far as can be gathered from the Motu Proprio 
of His Holiness Pope Benedict XV., by which he institutes the 
Committee of Interpretation of the Code, the Committee has 
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authority only to officially explain the laws of the Code and not 


to amend these laws. 

If a point of law is defined by sentence of an ecclesiastical 
court, or by a rescript of the Holy See in some particular affair, 
such decisions and rescripts do not have the force of law, and 
they bind only the parties concerned in the matter with which 
the sentence or the rescript deals. 

For the private interpretation of law the Code issues the fol- 
lowing general principles: 

1. The laws are to be understood according to the proper 
meaning of the words considering the words themselves and the 
context. If the meaning of the words of the law should not be 
clear from the context, one must have recourse to parallel quo- 
tations of the Code, if there are any, or to the purpose and the 
circumstances of the law and the intention of the legislator. 

2. Laws which decree penalties for their violation, and laws 
which restrict the free exercise of rights, and, finally, laws which 
decree an exception from general provisions, are to be strictly 
interpreted. By strict interpretation is meant that the law should 
not be extended beyond the necessary meaning of its terms, for 
these laws are considered odious, and according to the ancient 
axiom of law odia restringi et favores convenit ampliari. 

3. If there is, either in the common or the particular law, no 
explicit ruling concerning some affair, the rule for action is to 
be taken, except in the application of penalties, from laws made 
for similar circumstances, or from the general principles of law, 
applied in the lenient spirit of Canon Law, or from the manner 
and practice of the Roman Curia, or, finally, from the common 
and permanent opinion of learned men. 

4. Laws which are made for the purpose of protecting sub- 
jects from general danger of sin, oblige each and every one, even 
though in some particular case there should be no such danger. 
An example of this kind is the prohibition of reading books 
which the Church thinks dangerous to the faith or the morals 
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| of her subjects. Though in some cases there may be in the read- 
be ing of a forbidden book no danger to a certain individual, stil] 
x the prohibition holds, and a dispensation must be obtained be- 
he fore the individual is free to read such a forbidden book (Cf. 
Canons 17-21). 










How AMENDMENTS TO LAws ARE TO BE UNDERSTOOD 





A more recent law issued by competent authority abolishes 
a former law: (1) If the new law expressly states that the for- 
mer law is thereby abolished, (2) if the new law is directly con- 
trary to the former law so that they could not stand side by 
side, (3) if the new law readjusts the entire subject matter of 








a former law. 





a A new general law does not in any way abolish the statutes 
3 of particular places and individual persons, unless the new law 
explicitly decrees otherwise. Canon 6, 1°, however, rules that 
the particular laws, e. g., of dioceses, religious Orders, etc., are 
abolished in so far as they are contrary to the Code. 









i If there is any doubt as to the abrogation of a former law, 
a the abrogation is not to be presumed, and the new law must be 
4 combined with the former law and made to harmonize with it 
as far as possible (Cf. Canons 22 and 23). 








DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LAW AND PRECEPT 


Generally authors give the difference between law and pre- 
cept in this manner: A law is a perpetual ordinance made by 
ecclesiastical authority for the guidance of the community as 
such, while a precept may be given also by superiors who do not 
have ecclesiastical jurisdiction, it is not, as a rule, given for the 
public welfare but for the benefit of individuals, and it is not 
ordinarily a perpetual ordinance but expires with the office of 
the superior giving the precept. Again, while the law directly 
affects the territory and through the territory all subjects who 
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are actually living in the place, the precept is personal. Where- 
fore also Canon 8, § 2, says that the laws are presumed to be 
territorial, not personal, unless the authority wants to make them 
such and declares this explicitly, or the nature of the community 
over which the superior has charge is such that territorial legis- 
lation is not practicable, as in the case of religious Orders and 
congregations that have no territory of their own. 

Canon 24 rules that precepts which have been given to indi- 
viduals bind these persons wherever they may be, but such pre- 
cepts cannot be urged in the ecclesiastical court, and they expire 
with the expiration of the power of the superior unless they 
have been imposed either by legal document or before two wit- 
nesses. Hence the common teaching of authors heretofore will 
have to be modified somewhat to harmonize with the ruling of 
this Canon. 


Fr. STANISLAUS Woywop, O.F.M. 








ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 










Has THE Civit AutTHorITY POWER To CLOSE THE CHURCHES? 










f, Question.—Would you kindly answer the question if the civil 
ie authorities have any right to close the churches as a health 
regulation? Ever since October 7th there is no more public 
service allowed here in the churches on account of the Spanish 







influenza. 






SACERDOS, 


Answer.—lf there had been any real danger to the health of 
rf the people at the time when the Spanish influenza was prevalent, 
7 the Catholic bishops and priests would have been the first to 
suspend services, for there is not one Catholic author on Moral 
Theology who would oblige people to attend Holy Mass on 
Sundays with danger to their life. Some sinister insinuations have 
been made as though a priest would rather expose the people to 
danger than miss the coin from his collection. Of course Cath- 
olics can no more than other churches or lodges conduct their 
Me institutions on wind, but apart from all higher motives, it is 
@ more advantageous to the priest to have his parishioners alive 
hy than dead and buried, and for this reason alone he would hardly 
be a willing cause of their death. 

















ba As far as the right of the civil authorities is concerned, it is 
i difficult to say what power they have, as each State has its own 
laws, especially as to the authority of the Board of Health. On 
the other hand, our Church as a religious organization has no 
standing and no rights by the law of the country. There is only 
the general principle of liberty of religious worship guaranteed 
by the Constitution. Such general principles are too much unde- 


fined to be of practical value in a crisis, as their interpretation 
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is at the mercy of the one who has the means to enforce his 
view of them. 


Others before us have pointed out the unreasonableness of the 
ordinance to close the churches, when other places, far more 
favorable for infection, were allowed to be crowded, and when 
trolley lines and railroads kept on packing people like cattle into 
their conveyances. 


As to the point of law, each State has its own laws, and we do 
not know of any decision of the Supreme Court at Washington 
denying such a right to the individual States. In the State of 
Kansas the case was brought to court, and eventually went to 
the Supreme Court of the State, which court decided that the 
Board of Health of Wichita had exceeded its authority in clos- 
ing the churches. 

If our freedom of religious worship can so easily be made 
elusory, some ingenious “friends” of ours in legislatures will 
soon discover sufficient reason to keep the churches closed nearly 
all year. At one time it will be the danger of spreading disease, 
at another shortage of fuel, and in the hot summer months per- 
haps a lack of proper ventilation, etc., etc. He who can read 
the signs of the times knows what is in store for the Catholic 
Church, and we had better speed up our preparations to meet 
the impending crisis with a united front. 


Is THERE A New EXAMINATION REQUIRED By LAW IN THE 
TRANSFER OF PASTORS? 


Question.—lf a pastor is changed from one irremovable parish 
to another, or, for that matter, from any kind of a parish, does 
the Code demand that such a pastor again undergo the exami- 
nation spoken of in Canon 459? 

PAsTor. 


Answer.—The oath has to be taken again, as in the cases of 
transfer from parish to parish, and from bishopric to bishopric, 
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demanded by Canon 1406, § 2, of the Code. Concerning the 
examination, Canon 459 rules indeed that the priest who is to 
be put in charge of a parish must pass an examination, but it 
does not speak of transfer from one parish to another. Unless 
we wish to assert that the present Code is even more severe 
than the Council of Trent, which first introduced the law of 
examination, it can be said with certainty that no examination 
is required in the transfer of pastors from one parish to another. 
The authors who have commented on this law of the Council 
of Trent, and subsequent rulings of the Church on the same ques- 
tion, are quite explicit in their statement that no examination is 
required. Thus, for instance, Taunton, in his “The Law of 
the Church,” page 325, plainly says: “A new examination is not 
needed when changing from one parish to another.” Aichner 
in his “Compendium Juris Ecclesiastici” (Editio 9), states on 
page 302, “An exception from the law to pass an examination 
is made in the change from one parish to another, if the one 
who is changed had made an examination for the parish which 
he held.” Wernz, S.J., in his “Jus Decretalium,” vol. Il, page 
676 (Editio 2), simply says that in the change from one parish 
to another no examination is required. This ought to suffice 
to prove the point in question beyond a doubt, for there is among 
recent authors hardly any better authority on law than Wernz. 


COMMUNICATION OF THE FACULTIES GRANTED BY THE CODE 
TO THE BisHOPS 


Question—Are the faculties of the bishops mentioned in 
Canon 349 not rather personal and therefore excluded from 
communication to priests? In any case are special privileges, 
like that of the Franciscans to bless the Stations, indirectly abol- 
ished by the faculty of the bishops, as the HomtLetic MONTHLY 
seems to state in its October issue of 1918? 


SACERDOS. 
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Answer.—In reference to the power of communicating some 
of these faculties, and which of their nature do not exclude 
communication, we based our opinion on the Decree of the S. 
Congregation of the Inquisition, Dec. 14, 1898, and deducted 
our conclusion in the case from the teaching of Wernz (Jus 
Decretalium, vol. IV, page 900), where he says that faculties 
formerly granted to the bishops were indeed to be considered 
personal, and their communication to priests was allowed only 
when and so far as the faculties would explicitly concede. With 
this decree, however, the policy has been changed and the facul- 
ties granted by the Holy See may be communicated, unless com- 
munication is forbidden, or the nature of the faculties does not 
allow it, as, for instance, in matters of the power of orders, or 
when the faculty is given ob industriam personae, that is to say, 
on account of personal aptitude for the business for which the 
Holy See delegates a person. 

In reference to the exclusive, special faculties of some Orders 
of religious, like the matter of the blessing of the Stations in 
places where the Franciscans have a house, it is true that these 
special privileges are not revoked by the general regulation of 
the Code, and in this particular the statement made in the 
October issue of the HomiLetic MonrHLy should be corrected. 


Fr. STANISLAUS Woywop, O.F.M. 








CASUS CONSCIENTIAE 


QUASI-DOMICILE 


Vernon and Evelyn, both Catholics, relinquished their parental 
domiciles in the country town of X and came to the Metropolis, 
where they intended to remain for the greater part of the year, 
On the day of their arrival in the city they got out a marriage 
license and applied to the competent priest of the parish where 
they had just located, urging serious reasons for being married 
without delay and requesting him to marry them on the morrow. 
The pastor in the city learned over the phone from the pastor 
of the country town of X that there was no cause why Vernon 
and Evelyn should not be married, and so, having obtained 
from the Ordinary a dispensation from the banns, he married 
them in due form the following day. 


Questions.—1. What is required for acquiring a quasi-domi- 
cile in regard to marriage? 


2. Were Vernon and Evelyn validly and lawfully married? 


Answer.—1. Only two conditions are necessarily required to 
constitute a quasi-domicile in regard to marriage, namely, actual 
habitation of the parties, or at least one of them, in the place 
where the marriage is contracted, and the intention to remain 
there for the greater part of a year. Hence if it is certain that 
both or either one of the contracting parties had this intention, 
then the very day on which these two conditions concurred, that 
is, the intention to so remain and the actual habitation, it must 
be judged that a quasi-domicile was acquired. 


2. Vernon and Evelyn were lawfully and validly married, as 
they had the quasi-domicile required by the law. 


Rev. J. R. Newe t, O.P., S.T.Lr. 
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